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OF     THE 

NEW-EIVGLAIVD  AIVTI-SLAVERY  SOCIETY, 

AT    ITS 

FIRST    ANNUAL    MEETING. 


The  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Society  was  held  at  Boylston 
Hall,  in  Boston,  on  Wednesday  evening,  January  ninth.  A 
numerous  audience  was  assembled. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Tyler 
Thacher. 

Mr.  BuFFUM,  President  of  the  Society,  made  a  few  remarks, 
in  which  he  stated  the  plans  and  objects  of  the  Society. 

Delegates  from  auxiliary  societies  having  been  requested  to 
present  their  credentials,  Mr.  David  T.  Kimball,  of  the  An- 
dover  Thelogical  Seminary,  produced  a  certificate  of  his  being 
a  delegate  from  the  Andover  Auxiliary  Anti- Slavery  Society, 
which  was  read  by  the  President. 

Mr.  Garrison,  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  then  read  the 
Annual  Report  of  the  Managers.  This  paper  explained  at  some 
length  the  objects  of  the  Society,  and  vindicated  its  principles 
from  the  unjust  reproaches  which  have  been  often  heaped  upon 
them.  It  strenuously  supported  immediate  abolition,  by  show- 
ing the  true  nature  of  the  measure,  and  its  safety  and  necessity. 
After  exposing  the  principles  of  the  Colonization  Society,  and 
adverting  to  some  other  topics,  the  Report  set  forth  the  meas- 
ures which  the  Society  had  adopted,  and  the  gratifying  success 
which  had  so  far  attended  its  exertions. 

Mr.  Robert  B.  Hall  then  moved  the  acceptance  of  the 
Report,  and  supported  his  motion  in  a  'short  address,  in  which 
he  congratulated  the  Society  upon  the  encouraging  prospects 
before  them. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Oliver  Johnson,  and 
■passed. 


Samuel  E.  Sewall,  Esq.  then  proposed  the  following  re- 
solution : 

Resolved,  That  slavery  and  the  traffic  in  slaves  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
ought  to  be  abolished  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  ;  and  that  every 
citizen  of  every  State  in  which  slavery  is  not  tolerated,  is  bound  to  use  the  same 
exertions  to  put  an  end  to  it  in  that  District,  which  be  would  be  if  it  existed  in 
his  own  State. 

Mr.  Sewall  spoke  for  a  few  minutes  in  support  of  his  resolu- 
tion. He  adverted  to  the  history  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
the  cession  of  its  two  parts  to  the  United  Slates  by  Maryland 
and  Virginia,  for  a  seat  of  government,  by  means  of  which  it 
became  subject  to  the  exclusive  legislation  of  Congress.  He 
alluded  to  the  wretched  system  of  slave  laws  which  prevailed  in 
the  District,  showed  how  negligent  Congress  had  been  of  the 
rights  of  slaves  and  other  persons  of  color  there  ;  and  stated 
that  this  District  had  become  one  of  the  greatest  slave  markets 
in  the  country — that  slaves  were  brought  into  it  from  the  neigh- 
boring States,  chained  in  droves,  then  confined  in  the  public  or 
private  jails,  and  finally  shipped  to  the  Southern  ports.  He 
pointed  Out  some  of  the  cruel  injuries  to  which  free  people  of 
color  were  subjected,  by  being  kidnapped  and  sold  for  slaves, 
in  consequence  of  the  toleration  of  the  slave  trade  in  the  Dis- 
trict ;  and  concluded  by  exhorting  the  audience  to  exert  them- 
selves to  put  an  end  to  the  atrocious  system,  tolerated  by  the 
American  nation  at  the  seat  of  its  governinent. 

The  Rev.  E.  M.  P.  Wells  seconded  the  motion,  and  sup- 
ported it  by  appropriate  remarks.  He  mentioned  the  general 
ignorance  which  prevailed  in  this  community  of  the  state  of 
things  which  existed  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Many  people, 
he  said,  among  us  were  not  aware  that  slavery  and  the  slave  trade 
were  thus  directly  countenanced  and  supported  by  the  Ameri- 
can government  and  people.  He  afterwards  spoke  of  the  crim- 
inality of  slavery,  and  laid  down  the  following  propositions  : — 
1.  Slavery  is  inconsistent  with  Christianity. — 2.  It  is  inconsist- 
ent with  humanity. — 3.  It  is  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of 
a  republican  government  :  each  of  which  propositions  he  sus- 
tained by  arguments. 

David  L.  Child,  Esq.  next  addressed  the  meeting,  in  sup- 
port of  the  resolution.     He  bore  testimony  to  the  truth  of  the 
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statements  of  the  mover  of  the  resolution.  He  then  pointed  out 
how  completely  the  slave  in  this  country  is  unprotected  by  law 
from  injury  and  oppression.  He  related  some  atrocious  acts  in 
illustration  of  his  position. 

The  resolution  was  then  passed  unanimously. 

W.  J.  Snelling,  Esq.  then  spoke  for  a  few  minutes,  and 
related  an  anecdote  which  illustrated  very  strikingly  the  remark 
of  the  last  speaker,  that  slaves  in  this  country  were  not  in  any 
degree  protected  by  the  law. 

After  a  collection  had  been  taken  for  the  benefit  of  the  funds 
of  the  Society,  the  meeting  adjourned,  to  meet  again  on  Wed- 
nesday  evening,  Jan.  16th. 


January  16.  The  Society  met,  pursuant  to  the  adjourn- 
ment. The  spacious  hall  was  crowded  with  a  highly  respectable 
assemblage,  among  which  were  a  large  number  of  members  of 
the  Legislature,  from  various  parts  of  the  Commonwealth.  The 
meeting  was  opened  vv^ith  prayer,  by  the  Rev.  Tyler  Thacher. 
Extracts  of  Letters  from  Rev.  Samuel  J.  May,  of  Brooklyn, 
Conn.,  Gen.  Samuel  Fessenden,  of  Portland,  Me.,  Arthur 
Tappan,  Esq.  of  New- York,  and  Mr.  Theodore  D.  Weld,  of 
Hartford,  Conn.,  were  then  read,  commending  the  principles 
and  objects  of  the  Society. 

David  L.  Child,  Esq.  then  proposed  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  the  Free  People  of  Color  and  Slaves  in  this  land  of  Liberty 
and  Law,  have  less  liberty,  and  are  less  protected  by  law,  than  in  any  other  part 
of  the  world. 

Mr.  Child  spoke  at  some  length  in  support  of  this  resolution. 
He  showed  how  much  more  favorable  the  Civil  Law  was  to 
slaves  than  the  laws  of  the  Southern  States  ;  and  stated  that  in 
the  French,  Spanish,  and  Portuguese  colonies,  the  slave  codes 
being  based  on  the  Civil  Law,  the  slaves  were  far  more  protect- 
ed in  their  rights  than  they  are  in  our  Slave  States  or  the  Brit- 
ish West  Indies.  He  then  pointed  out  the  improvements  which 
had  been  made  in  the  slave  laws  of  the  British  Islands,  especial- 
ly in  the  Crown  Colonies   within   a  few  years,   which  rendered 


the  legal  condition  of  the  slaves  in  the  British  Colonies  far  supe- 
rior to  what  it  is  in  the  Slave  States.  Mr.  Child  introduced  a 
great  variety  of  topics  into  his  speech,  and  enforced  his  argu- 
ments hy  numerous  illustrations. 

The  resolution  passed  without  opposition. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Russell,  of  Watertown,  ofiered  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  plan  of  colonizing  the  blacks  in  Africa,  as  explained  by 
its  friends,  is  preposterous  in  the  extreme,  and  every  attempt  to  put  its  principles 
into  operation  is  an  unrighteous  persecution,  levelled  against  the  free  people  of 
color,  to  secure  and  perpetuate  slavery  in  our  country  ;  and,  therefore,  calls  upon 
US  to  counteract  its  operations  by  an  open,  free,  and  fearless  exposition  of  its 
policy  and  effects. 

Mr.  Russell  spoke  for  a  few  minutes  in  support  of  his  resolu- 
tion. He  demonstrated  that  the  efforts  of  the  Colonization  So- 
ciety could  never  diminish  slavery  ;  that  while  the  Society  had 
removed  less  than  3000  persons  from  the  country,  the  slaves 
here  had  increased  more  than  500,000  ;  and  showed  that  the 
true  effect  of  the  Society  was  to  perpetuate  slavery,  by  remov- 
ing from  the  country  a  portion  of  the  free  colored  people  who  it 
w^as  supposed  might  sympatize  with  the  slaves,  and  might  assist 
them  in  recovering  freedom. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

AiMASA  Walker,  Esq.  proposed  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  objects  contemplated  by  the  New-England  Anti-Slavery 
Society  are  in  strict  acccordance  with  the  plainest  dictates  of  Religion,  Philan- 
thropy, and  Patriotism. 

Mr.  Walker  then  addressed  the  meeting.  He  adverted  to  the 
unfavorable  circumstances  under  which  the  Society  had  commen- 
ced it  operations.  Public  sentiment  w'as  against  it.  Yet  this, 
he  said,  did  not  prove  that  its  principles  or  objects  were  wrong, 
for  public  sentiment  is  sometimes  mistaken.  He  examined  the 
principles  of  the  Society,  and  showed  that  they  were  consistent 
w'nh  religion,  philanthropy,  and  patriotism.  He  compared  these 
principles  with  those  of  the  Colonization  Society,  and  demon- 
strated the  criminality  of  the  latter.  The  one  Society  wishes 
to  banish  the  people  of  color,  the  other  seeks  to  improve  them 
here  ;  the  one  declares  that  slaves  are  rightful  property,  the 
other  that  they  are  men,  and  have   all  the  rights  of  men.     He 


concluded  nearly  as  follows.  Every  circumstance  but  one,  is  in 
favor  of  the  Colonization  Society,  and  against  the  Anti-Slavery 
Society.  The  former  is  supported  by  a  formidable  array  of 
great  names,  of  judges,  governors,  members  of  Congress,  and  of 
course  flourishes  in  wealth  under  the  smiles  of  public  opinion. 
The  latter  has  nothing  to  support  it,  but  truth  and  justice.  Yet 
these  are  worth  all  the  rest,  and  must  ultimately  crown  the  la- 
bors of  the  Society  with  glorious  success. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  Rev.  Moses  Thacher  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  principles  of  expatriation,  pursued  by  the  supporters  of 
the  Americiin  Colonization  Society,  exert  an  influence  in  opposition  to  the 
highest  interests  of  the  Colored  People  in  this  country. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  after  having  been  sustained  by 
the  mover  in  a  brief  but  highly  animated  and  cogent  speech. 

The  following  resolution  was   submitted   by  Mr.  Garrison, 

without  any  remarks,  in  consequence  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour  : , 

Resolved,  That  the  exertions  made  by  the  free  people  of  color  in  this  coun- 
try to  improve  their  condition,  and  to  confer  the  benefits  of  educatien  upon  their 
children — notwithstanding  the  obstacles  which  they  have  to  encourrter  from  the 
laws  and  the  prejudices  of  a  large  part  of  the  community — are  highly  meritori- 
ous ;  that  these  exertions  have  already  produced  highly  beneficial  results,  and 
will,  in  our  opinion,  if  persevered  in,  produce  others  still  more  desirable. 

Adopted. 

The  following  communication  from  the  Massachusetts  Gener- 
al Colored  Association  was  presented  by  Mr.  Joshua  Easton, 
read,  and  accepted  : 

Boston,  January  15,  1833. 
To  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  J\,''ew-England.  Anti-Slavery  Society. 

The  Massachusetts  General  Colored  Association,  cordially  approving  the  ob- 
jects and  principles  of  the  New-England  Anti-Slavery  Society,  would  respectfully 
communicate  their  desire  to  become  auxiliary  thereto.  They  have  accordingly 
chosen  one  of  their  members  to  attend  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Society  as 
their  delegate,  (Mr.  Joshua  Easton  of  North  Bridgewater,)  and  solicit  his  ac- 
ceptance In  that  capacity.  THOMAS  DALTON,  President. 
William  G.  Nell,    Vice  President. 

James  G.  Barbadoeb,  Secretary. 

The  meeting  adjourned  to  Monday  evening,  Jan.  21st. 


Monday  Evening.,  Jan.  21,  1833.  The  Society  met,  pur- 
suant to  adjourment,  at  Jefferson  Hall,  the  President,  Mr.  Bur- 
FUM,  in  the  chair. 
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The  Secretary  being  absent,  Mr.  Oliver  Johnson  was  cho- 
sen Secretary,  j)ro  tem. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  revise  the  Constitution  made 
their  report,  which,  after  some  debate,  was  adopted. 

The  Society  proceeded  to  ballot  for  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year,  and  the  following  gentlemen  were  elected. 

PRESIDENT. 

JOHN  KENRICK,  Newton. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS. 
ARNOLD  BUFFUM,  Boston. 

Rev.  I\10SES  THxVCHER,  North  Wrenthara,  Mass. 
Rev.  SIMEON  S.  JOCELYN,  NeAv-Haven,  Ct. 
Rev.  SAMUEL  J.  MAY,  Brooklyn,  Ct. 
Rev.  E.  M.  p.  wells,  Boston. 
EBENEZER  DOLE,  Ilallowell,  Me. 

Corresponding  Secretary, — SAMUEL  E.  SEWALL,  Boston. 
Recording  Secretary,— OLIVER  JOHNSON,  Boston. 

Treasurer,— JAMES  C.  ODIORNE,  Boston. 

COUKSELLORS. 


Rev.  JAMES  D:  Y^ATES, 
DAVID  L.  CHILD, 
MICHAEL  n.  SLMPSON,  • 
ISAAC  II.  APPLETON,  M.  D. 
Rev.  SAMUEL  SNOWDON, 


BENJAMIN  C.  BACON. 
ELLIS  G.  LORING, 
ABNER  FORBES, 
FREDERICK  HUGHES, 
ISAAC  KNAPP. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  B.  C.  Bacon,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  contemplates  the  benighted  condition  of  Africa 
with  feelings  of  christian  sympathy  ;  and  altliough  it  is  forced  to  protest  against 
the  measures  and  principles  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  yet  it  ap- 
proves every  laudable  effort  to  confer  upon  that  quarter  of  the  world  the  blessings 
of  civilization  and  Christianity. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buffum,,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  we  contemplate,  with  the  highest  satisfiiction,  the  untiring 
christian  zeal  and  activity  of  the  friends  of  immediate  and  universal  emancipa- 
tion in  England,  and  that  we  will  co-operate  with  them  for  the  promotion  of  the 
great  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged,  while  God  shall  bless  us  with  the  ability 
to  do  so,  or  until  every  yoke  of  bondage  and  oppression  shall  be  broken. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Garrison,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  formation  of  a  National  Anti-Slavery  Society  is  essential 
to  the  complete  regeneration  of  public  sentiment  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  and 
to  the  speedy  overthrow  of  that  iniquitous  system  ;  and  that  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers be  authorized  to  call  a  national  meeting  of  the  friends  of  abolition,  for  tiie 
purpose  of  organizing  such  a  Society,  at  such  time  and  place  as  they  shall  deem 
expedient. 

Voted,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to  the 
President  and  Secretaries  for  their  services  during  the  last  year. 
Adjourned  sine  die. 


REPORT- 


The  Board  of  Managers  of  the  New-England  Anti-Slavery 
Society,  in  presenting  to  the  public  their  First  Annual  Report, 
deem  it  proper  to  make  a  full  developement  of  the  motives 
which  led  to  the  formation  of  the  Society — the  principles  which 
govern  its  actions — and  the  purposes  which  it  aims  to  accom- 
plish. It  is  right  that  the  people  of  this  country,  and  especially 
of  New-England,  to  whose  countenance  and  patronage  the  So- 
ciety more  directly  appeals — should  understand,  fairly  and  plain- 
ly, these  motives,  and  principles,  and  purposes.  Self-defence 
against  the  misrepresentations  and  assaults  of  ignorance,  preju- 
dice, and  malice — the  success  of  the  cause  of  truth  and  justice — 
imperiously  require  such  an  exposition  at  their  hands. 

The  Managers,  while  they  feel  cheered  in  view  of  what  has 
been  accomplished  during  the  past  year,  cannot  withhold  the 
expression  of  their  regret  that  there  is,  in  this  wide  community, 
such  a  general  aversion  to  a  close,  candid  and  zealous  investi- 
gation of  a  subject,  which  involves  the  temporal  and  everlasting 
welfare  of  millions  of  the  human  family,  and  the  permanency  of 
the  institutions  of  this  country.  The  ignorance  which  prevails 
among  all  classes  respecting  the  nature,  extent  and  withering 
tendency  of  slavery,  as  it  exists  in  the  southern  states,  is  as  sur- 
prising as  it  is  deplorable.  Many  persons,  of  good  information 
on  other  subjects,  cannot  even  guess  the  number  of  the  slave 
population  ;  others  are  hardly  able  to  designate  between  the  free 
and  slave  states  ;  others  seem  not  aware  of  the  fact,  that,  in 
various  portions  of  territory,  slavery  is  maintained  by  the  peo- 
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pie  and  government  of  the  United  States  ;  others  know  so  Hltle 
of  the  physical  sufferings  and  spiritual  deprivations  of  the  slaves, 
as  to  receive  with  incredulity,  if  not  positive  unbelief,  the  most 
well-authenticated  facts  ;  others  possess  merely  a  general  statis- 
tical knowledge,  but  have  never  traced  the  pernicious  effects  of 
slavery  upon  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  slave  states,  or  im- 
agined that  it  is,  and  must  inevitably  be,  the  source  of  nation- 
al division. 

Hence,  to  this  general  ignorance  may  be  attributed  the  suc- 
cess of  the  colonization  scheme,  which,  having  been  received 
upon  trust,  is  still  viewed  by  many  benevolent  individuals  as 
providing  a  remedy  for  slavery.  Hence,  too,  the  facility  with 
which  false  and  wicked  accusations  against  the  cause  of  abolition, 
and  its  advocates,  have  been  circulated  throughout  the  country  ; 
and  hence  the  necessity  of  the  present  defence. 

The  motives  ichich  actuated  the  founders  of  the  J^eiD- England 
t^nti- Slavery  Societij  icere  not  those  of  hostility  to  the  interests  or 
persons  of  slave-owners.  From  the  statements  and  complaints 
of  the  planters  themselves — from  the  visible  curse  which  rested 
upon  the  slave-tilled  soil — from  the  natural  unproductiveness  of 
slave  labor,  the  slaves  being  robbed  of  all  motives  for  long-con- 
tinued, well-directed  exertions — from  the  debasing  and  barbar- 
ous tendency  of  the  system — from  tlie  fears  of  insurrection, 
which  always  harass  the  repose  and  embitter  the  cup  of  op- 
pressors— from  the  solemn  lessons  which  all  history  teaches, 
that  tyranny  cannot  always  be  exercised  with  impunity — and 
from  the  many  revolts,  which,  since  the  introduction  of  slaves 
into  this  country,  had  taken  place,  growing  more  and  more  for- 
midable, and  ending  with  terrible  massacre  at  Southampton,  in 
Virginia — they  w^ere  convinced  that  the  abolition  of  slavery  was 
the  only  mode  of  preserving  the  lives  and  increasing  the  wealth 
of  their  southern  fellow-citizens.  They  saw  that  custom  and 
education,  as  well  as  a  mistaken  policy,  had  blinded  the  eyes  of 
the  planters  to  their  best  interests  ;  and  while  they  felt  and  ex- 
pressed, as  christians  and  philanthropists,  the  strongest  moral 
indignation,  in  view  of  the  conduct  of  the  transgressors,  they 
likewise  cherished  the  utmost  benevolence  of  feeling  towards 
them.     To  deduct  aught  from  the  sum  of  their  happiness,  in 
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order  to  increase  that  of  their  victims — or  to  depress  them  in 
proportion  to  the  elevation  of  the  slaves — was  not  the  design  of 
the  founders  of  the  Anti-Slavery  Society.  It  was  because  their 
good-will  and  philanthropy  were  as  broad  as  the  earth,  embra- 
cing all  men.  as  members  of  one  family,  and  estimating  the  hap- 
piness and  worth  of  all  by  the  same  standard,  that  they  were 
impelled,  in  defiance  of  persecution  and  reproach,  to  put  forth 
every  exertion  for  the  overthrow  of  slavery. 

J\^or  were  their  motives  those  of  a  sectional  character.  They 
associated  together  to  maintain,  not  to  destroy  the  Union,  by 
endeavoring  to  remove  the  cause  of  division.  They  believed, 
inasmuch  as  it  is  impracticable  satisfactorily  to  legislate  for  a 
portion  of  the  people  as  men,  and  another  portion  as  cattle,  that 
there  could  be  no  end  to  collisions,  until  the  root  of  bitterness 
was  taken  away  ;  and  that  nearly  all  the  troubles  and  excite- 
ments in  the  land  sprang  from  slavery.  There  were  no  difficul- 
ties or  heart-burnings  between  the  free  States  :  they  did  not 
threaten  each  other,  or  talk  of  a  separation  one  from  another. 
The  longer  slavery  was  tolerated,  the  more  probable,  in  their 
conviction,  was  a  dismemberment  of  the  Union.  To  seek  its 
utter  annihilation,  then,  became  them  as  wise  men,  as  patriots, 
as  christians,  as  lovers  of  their  country.  They  were  not  so 
thoughtless,  or  vain,  as  to  suppose  that  the  formation  of  an  anti- 
slavery  society,  such  as  they  contemplated,  would  excite  no 
opposition  ;  or  that  they  could  go  into  a  free  discussion  of  the 
question  of  slavery,  without  subjecting  themselves  to  great  re- 
proach as  disorganizers,  madmen,  and  fanatics.  All  the  angry 
ebullitions  which  their  exertions  have  elicited,  both  at  the  north 
and  the  south,  they  were  prepared  to  meet.  They  had  no  al- 
ternative but  to  act  the  part  of  the  Levite,  and  steel  their  hearts 
and  close  their  ears  to  the  cries  of  two  millions  of  their  fellow- 
creatures,  or,  like  the  good  Samaritan,  to  compasssionate  the 
bleeding  victims,  and  seek  their  deliverance.  However  high 
the  tempest  of  passion  might  rise,  on  the  avowal  of  their  senti- 
ments and  designs,  they  were  consoled  to  believe  that  it  would 
serve  to  purify  a  foul  atmosphere  which  was  generating  moral 
death.  However  unkindly  their  expostulations,  warnings,  re- 
bukes and  efforts  might  at  first  be  received  by  the  possessors  of 
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slaves,  they  could  not  doubt  their  efficacy  to  produce,  ultimate- 
ly,  a  radical  reform.  However  cruelly  the  slaves  might  be 
treated  by  the  excited  masters,  in  consequence  of  their  benevo- 
lent interposition,  they  knew  that  that  aggravated  cruelty  would 
only  serve  to  make  slavery  more  odious  in  the  sight  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  hasten  its  downfall.  The  expostulation  of  Moses  with 
Pharaoh  only  hardened  the  heart  of  the  tyrant,  and  induced  him 
to  increase  the  burdens  of  the  Israelites  ;  for  he  '  commanded  the 
same  day,  the  taskmasters  of  the  people,  and  their  officers,  say- 
ing, Ye  shall  no  more  give  the  people  straw  to  make  brick  as 
heretofore  :  let  them  go  and  gather  straw  for  themselves.'* 
Such  a  result  was  peculiarly  distressing  to  Moses  :  even  his  af- 
flicted brethren  upbraided  him  sharply  for  his  interference. 
'  And  they  met  Moses  and  Aaron,  who  stood  in  the  way,  as  they 
came  forth  from  Pharaoh  :  and  they  said  unto  them,  The  Lord 
look  upon  you  and  judge  ;  because  ye  have  made  our  savour  to 
be  abhorred  in  the  eyes  of  his  servants,  to  put  a  sword  in  their 
hand  to  slay  us.'f  History  is  full  of  instruction  on  this  point  : 
there  is  scarcely  an  instance  on  record  where  'the  exertions  of 
reformers  to  break  the  fetters  of  tyranny  were  not  immediately 
succeeded  by  new  and  grievous  disabilities,  imposed  by  the  an- 
gry oppressor  upon  their  vassals.  The  guilty  Jews  were  cut  to 
the  heart  by  the  faithful  preaching  of  Stephen  :  '  they  cried  out 
with  a  loud  voice,  and  stopped  their  cars,  and  ran  upon  him 
with  one  accord,  and  cast  him  out  of  the  city,  and  stoned  him.'| 
All  such  outrages,  however,  promote  the  cause  of  truth,  and  de- 
feat the  object  for  which  they  were  perpetrated. 

Let  abolitionists  derive  consolation  and  hope  from  these  re- 
flections. Let  them  meekly  bear  the  taunts  and  reproaches  of 
half-way  reformers  and  temporising  gradualists,  who  accuse  them 
of  provoking  slaveholders  to  treat  their  slaves  more  rigorously 
than  ever.  The  sin  lies  not  at  their  doors.  Upon  the  per- 
petrators of  these  fresh  grievances  must  punishment  be  execu- 
ted by  Heaven.  Abolitionists  deeply  regret  to  perceive  no  dis- 
position, on  the  part  of  the  slaveholding  States,  to  cease  from 
their  oppression.     Within   the   last   tv.o  years,  the  Legislatures 

*  Exodus  V.  6,  7.  t  Idem,  v.  20,  21.  t  Acts  vii.  57,  58. 
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of  Maryland,  Virginia,  South  Carolina,  Louisiana,  Alabama 
and  Tennessee,  have  passed  laws  respecting  the  free  colored 
and  slave  population  of  those  States,  which  are  in  the  highest 
degree  atrocious.*  The  spirit  of  persecution  is  abroad,  wath 
unexampled  malignity ;  but  its  violence  will  prove  its  de- 
struction. 

The  New-England  Anti- Slavery  Society  tolerates  no  com- 
promise of  principle.  Its  demands  upon  the  holders  of  slaves 
are  as  imperative  as  those  of  the  book  inspiration — '  to  loose  the 
bands  of  wickedness,  to  undo  the  heavy  burdens,  and  to  let  the 
oppressed  go  free.'  To  all  the  paUiatives  and  excuses  which 
they  and  their  apologists  present  for  their  oppressive  conduct, 
it  replies  in  the  language  of  Jehovah — '  Thou  shalt  not  steal  ' — 
'  Thou  shalt  not  covet  thy  neighbor's  house,  thou  shalt  not  covet 
thy  neighbor's  wife,  nor  his  man-servant,  nor  his  maid-servant, 
nor  his  ox,  nor  his  ass,  nor  any  thing  that  is  thy  neighbor's  ' — 
'  Behold  the  hire  of  the  laborers,  which  have  reaped  down  your 
fields,  which  is  of  you  kept  back  by  fraud,  crieth ;  and  the  cries 
of  them  which  have  reaped  are  entered  into  the  ears  of  the  Lord 
of  Sabaoth.'  It  regards  with  dismay  and  horror  the  doctrine 
which  is  becoming  popular  in  this  land,  especially  in  regard  to 
slavery,  that  '  the  end  sanctifies  the  means  ' — that  expediency  is 
duty,  but  duty  is  not  expediency — that  the  guilt  of  oppression 
belongs  to  past  generations,  and  repentance  to  posterity — that 
the  circumstances  of  the  times,  the  laws  of  the  States,  the  pre- 
servation of  life  and  property,  justify  robbery  and  oppression, 
and  a  violation  of  all  the  commandments — and  that  immediate 
and  universal  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  the  gospel,  on 
the  part  of  the  transgressors,  will  produce  worse  results  than 
continuance  in  sin,  or  a  gradual  reformation. 

The  purposes  of  the  New-England  Anti-Slavery  Society,  as 
declared  in  the  second  article  of  its  Constitution,  are  to  endea- 
vor, by  all  means  sanctioned  by  law^,  humanity  and  religion,  to 
effect  the  abolition  of  slavery,  to  improve  the  character  and  condi- 
tion of  the- free  people  of  color,  inform  and  correct  public  opin- 
ion in  relation  to  their  situation  and  rights,  and  obtain  for  them 
equal  civil  and  political  rights  and  privileges  with  the  whites. 

*  Appendix  (A.) 
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The  magnitude,  benevolence  and  importance  of  these  objects 
may  be  more  readily  perceived  by  a  few  illustrations* 

Since  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  put  forth,  nearly 
two  millions  of  slaves  have  perished  in  this  country,  who  were 
driven  all  their  days  under  the  lash  of  callous-hearted  overseers; 
whose  bodies  were  liable  to  mutilation  from  the  brand  and  the 
whip — half  supplied  with  the  same  coarse,  unpalatable  food — 
half  clad  in  summer  and  in  winter  ;  but  above  all,  whose  minds 
were  watchfully  kept  from  all  knowedge  of  their  rights,  of  their 
relations  to  society  and  to  God,  of  their  destiny  beyond  the 
grave — heathens  in  a  christian  land,  forbidden  under  horrid  pen- 
alties to  peruse  the  sacred  Scriptures,  or  learn  the  alphabet  of- 
their  language  ! 

Would  to  Heaven  that  this  embodied  our  wickedness  !  that 
our  avarice  and  cruelty  had  been  glutted  in  the  destruction  of 
this  great  multitude  of  hapless,  inoffensive  beings  !  But  we  are 
preying,  at  this  hour,  upon  a  larger  number  than  those  already 
slain.  And  yet  this  is  called  the  land  of  freedom,  of  republican- 
ism, of  Christianity  !  Every  year,  one  hundred  thousand  in- 
fants— a  large  proportion  the  oflspring  of  pollution  and  shame — 
are  born,  and  doomed  to  the  horrors  of  bondage — kidnapped 
from  the  hour  of  their  birth  by  patriots  and  christians  ! 

The  New-England  Anti-Slavery  Society  maintains  that  the 
slaves  ought  instantly  to  be  emancipated  from  their  fetters.  It 
acknowledges  no  claims  upon  their  persons  by  their  masters. 
It  regards  the  holders  of  slaves  as  guilty  of  a  heinous  sin.  It 
reprobates  the  language  of  those  who  say,  '  we  hold  their  slaves, 
as  we  hold  their  other  property,  sacred.'  It  says  to  every  in- 
dividual— '  Let  the  principle  be  clearly  and  firmly  established  in 
your  mind  that  there  is,  and  can  be,  no  such  thing  as  property 
in  man,  and  you  cannot,  as  a  patriot,  a  philanthropist,  or  a  dis- 
ciple of  Christ,  oppose  the  immediate  liberation  of  the  slaves — 
you  cannot  but  demand  that  liberation — you  cannot  be  satisfied 
with  any  thing  short  of  an  immediate  liberation.'  Tt  is  not  for 
men  of  christian  integrity  to  calculate  how  far  it  is  expedient  to 
do  wrong.  The  slaves  are  either  justly  or  unjustly  held  in 
bondage.  If  justly,  let  the  trafiic  in  their  bodies  be  pursued 
W'ith  fresh  activity,   and  all  those  laws  be  repealed  which  now 
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make  the  foreign  slave  trade  piracy.     If  unjustly,  there  is  no  al- 
ternative but  to  disobey  God,  or  to  let  them  immediately  go  free. 

'  But  would  it  be  safe  to  comy>ly  strictly  with  the  requisitions 
of  justice,  noiv  T  If  they  were  not  made  to  be  obeyed,  for 
what  purpose  were  they  made  ?  Is  it  safe  for  a  band  of  robbers 
to  cease  from  their  robberies,  at  once  9  Is  it  safe  for  the  fraud- 
ulent to  be  honest,  at  once  9  Is  it  safe  to  abandon  the  practice  of 
trading  in  the  bodies  and  souls  of  men,  at  once  ?  Is  it  safe  to 
obey  the  Most  High,  by  breaking  every  yoke,  and  letting  the 
.oppressed  go  free,  at  once  9  Strange  questions  from  the  mouths 
of  a  christian  people  ! 

A  very  singular  kind  of  logic  prevails  at  the  present  day.  '  I 
concede,'  says  one,  'that  slavery  in  the  abstract  is  very  wick- 
ed ;  but  I  am  opposed  to  immediate  abolition.'  Slavery  in  the 
abstract  9  what  does  the  objector  mean  .''  Abstract  slavery  nev- 
er did,  and  never  can  exist.  He  means,  perhaps — his  language 
implies  nothing  else — that  it  is  most  atrocious  to  tldnk  of  en- 
slaving human  beings  ;  but,  in  fact,  to  buy,  or  sell,  or  hold  theni 
in  fetters,  is  by  no  means  sinful  ! — that  is  to  say,  if  a  man  should 
merely  meditate  the  destruction  of  the  houses  of  his  fellow  citi- 
zens by  fire,  without  any  doubt  he  ought  to  be  hung  ;  but  if  he 
should  actually  set  them  on  fire,  and  run  from  street  to  street 
with  the  burning  brand  in  his  hand,  to  destroy  others,  why  then 
he  would  not  be  guilty.  It  would  only  be  necessary  for  him  to 
cry  aloud  to  the  firemen — '  I  am  as  much  opposed  to  arson,  in 
the  abstract^  as  you  are  ;  but,  see  !  the  houses  are  on  fire  ! 
My  abstract  theory  has  assumed  a  practical  shape,  and  therefore 
I  am  exonerated  from  blame.  I  am  opposed  to  an  immediate 
extinguishment  of  the  fire  !  Put  it  out  veiy  gradually — a  few 
drops  of  water  may  now  be  thrown  upon  it — some  .buckets  full 
next  week — and  at  some  future  time,  I  cannot  tell  when,  you 
may  give  your  engines  full  play  !' 

They  who  are  crying,  '  Peace  !  Peace  !'  at  this  momentous 
crisis — who  are  denouncing  the  active  friends  of  bleeding  hu- 
manity— who  urge  a  far-off  emancipation  of  the  slaves — who 
would  stifle  all  inquiries  into  the  abominations  of  slavery — who 
deny  the  rights  of  the  slaves  to  immediate  freedom — who  at- 
tempt to  palliate  the  guilt  and  cover  up  the  crimes  of  the  plant- 


16 

ers — who  pursue  half-way  measures  of  reform — are  the  real 
authors  of  mischief,  the  real  enemies  of  their  country,  ahhongh 
they  mean  no  harm.  Their  moral  vision  is  imperfect — they 
have  not  carefully  and  candidly  examined  the  subject.  They 
seem  to  have  forgotten  that,  in  this  case,  as  in  all  others,  strict 
obedience  to  the  law  of  God  is  the  only  ground  of  safety  :  they 
overlook  the  nature  of  mind  and  the  constitution  of  man.  Even 
on  the  detestable  ground  of  expediency,  of  carnal  policy,  what 
facts  can  they  show  to  warrant  a  prolongation  of  oppression  ? 
The  law  of  God  may  be  thrown  aside,  and  the  controversy 
staked  on  this  single  point  : — It  can  be  shown  that,  in  all  ages 
and  climes,  oppression  has  resulted  in  carnage  and  death  ;  but 
the  deluded  advocates  of  gradual  emancipation  are  challenged 
to  produce  any  instances  in  which  immediate  emancipation  from 
personal  thraldom  has  been  disastrous  or  unwise. 

The  cause  of  slave  insurrections  at  the  south  is  the  loss  of 
liberty.  If  the  cause  be  removed,  can  the  effect  follow  ?  The 
slaves  fight  to  obtain  their  personal  freedom-  If  they  were  lib- 
erated, it  is  pretended,  they  would  destroy  their  masters  ! — in 
other  words,  they  fight  to  achieve  their  liberty,  and  when  it  is 
given  to  them,  they  fight  because  they  receive  it  !  This  is  sin- 
gular logic.  They  are  so  attached  to  their  drivers,  it  would 
seem — so  pleased  with  being  bought  and  sold — so  contented 
with  their  peck  of  corn  per  week — so  fond  of  having  their  wives 
polluted,  and  their  children  driven  away  to  be  sold — so  hostile 
to  independence — so  undesirous  of  knowledge — that  if  they  were 
set  free,  they  would  be  so  angry  in  being  employed  as  hired 
laborers,  in  possessing  their  own  wives  and  children,  in  losing 
their  fetters,  in  being  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  slave  specula- 
tors, in  being  protected  in  their  persons  and  earnings,  in  having 
an  opportunity  to  get  religious  and  secular  instruction,  that  they 
would  cut  the  throats  of  their  former  masters,  burn  their  dwel- 
lings, and  desolate  the  land  ! 

The  Board  of  Managers  are  satisfied  that  the  doctrine  of  im- 
mediate abolition  is  opposed  by  many,  not  because  they  really 
mean  to  justify  crime,  but  simply  through  ignorance  or  a  misap- 
prehension of  its  nature.  It  is  associated  in  their  minds  with 
something  undefinable,  yet  dreadful — they  see,   in  imagination, 
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cities  and  villages  in  flames,  and  blood  flowing  in  torrents,  and 
hear  the  roll  of  drums,  the  shouts  of  blood-thirsty  savages,  and 
the  shrieks  of  the  dying — and  thus,  bringing  upon  themselves  a 
strong  delusion,  they  naturally  stand  aghast  at  the  proposition. 
All  this  ruffling  of  mind  is  indeed  ridiculous  ;  but  as  it  origin- 
ates unwittingly  in  error,  it  merits  a  charitable  allowance  rather 
than  satire. 

What,  then,  is  meant  by  immediate  abolition  f 

It  raeans,  in  the  first  place,  that  all  title  of  property  in  the 
slaves  shall  instantly  cease,  because  their  Creator  has  never  re- 
linquished his  claim  of  ownership,  and  because  none  have  a 
right  to  sell  their  own  bodies  or  buy  those  of  their  own  species 
as  cattle.      Is  there  any  thing  terrific  in  this  arrangement  ? 

It  means,  secondly,  that  every  husband  shall  have  his  own 
wife,  and  every  wife  her  own  husband,  both  being  united  in 
wedlock  according  to  its  proper  forms,  and  placed  under  the 
protection  of  law  ?     Is  this  unreasonable  .'' 

It  means,  thirdly,  that  parents  shall  have  the  control  and  gov- 
ernment of  their  own  children,  and  that  the  children  shall  belong 
to  their  parents.     What  is  theie  sanguinary  in  this  concession  ? 

It  means,  fourthly,  that  all  trade  in  human  beings  shall  be  re- 
garded as  felony,  and  entitled  to  the  highest  punishment.  Can 
this  be  productive  of  evil  ? 

It  means,  fifthly,  that  the  tremendous  power  which  is  now 
vested  in  every  slaveholder  to  punish  his  slaves  without  trial, 
and  to  a  savage  extent,  shall  be  at  once  taken  away.  Is  this 
undesirable  .'' 

It  raeans,  sixthly,  that  all  those  laws  which  now  prohibit  the 
instruction  of  the  slaves,  shall  instantly  be  repealed,  and  others 
enacted,  providing  schools  and  instruction  for  their  intellectual 
illumination.     AVould  this  prove  a  calamity  ? 

It  means,  seventhly,  that  the  planters  shall  employ  their  slaves 
as  free  laborers,  and  pay  them  just  wages.  Would  this  recom- 
pense infuriate  them  ? 

It  means,  eigthly,  that  the  slaves,  instead  of  being  forced   to 
labor  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  others   by  cruel   drivers,    and 
the  apphcation  of  the  lash  upon  their  bodies,    shall  be  encour- 
aged to  toil  for  the  mutual  profit  of  themselves  and  their  employ- 
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ers,  by  the  infusion  of  new  motives  into  their  hearts,  growing  out 
of  their  recognition  and  reward  as  men.     Is  this  diabolical  ? 

It  means,  finally,  that  right"  shall  take  the  supremacy  over 
wrong,  principle  over  brute  force,  humanity  over  cruelty,  hon- 
esty over  theft,  purity  over  lust,  honor  over  baseness,  love  over 
hatred,  and  religion  over  heathenism.      Is  this  wrong  ? 

This  is  our  meaning  of  Immediate  Abolition. 

Where  is  the  individual  in  New-England,  who  is  base  enough 
to  avow  that,  on  these  terms,  he  is  hostile  to  the  liberation  of 
the  slaves  ?  who  dares  to  say,  in  a  public  and  responsible  man- 
ner,— '  I  am  still  for  giving  to  the  planters  unlimited  dominion 
over  their  slaves,  that  they  may  treat  them  like  cattle,  deprive 
them  of  instruction,  mangle,  starve  and  pollute  their  bodies,  rob 
them  of  their  earnings,  and  buy  and  sell  them  on  speculation,  as 
they  do  at  present  ?'  0  !  surely  there  is  not  that  wretch  in 
New-England — if  there  be,  he  is  a  monster,  retaining  nothing 
of  man  but  the  shape.  Where  is  the  individual  animated  with 
a  soul,  having  parents,  or  relations,,  or  children,  or  friends,  who 
will  not  exclaim,  '  I  am  for  the  rescue  of  two  millions  of  en- 
slaved countrymen  !  To  talk  of  the  danger  or  injustice  of  giv- 
ing them  the  protection  of  wise  and  equitable  laws,  and  reliev- 
ing them  of  their  heavy  burdens,  is  an  insult  to  my  understand- 
ing. I  contend  for  the  sacredness  of  the  marriage  relations, 
which  are  now  violated  by  oppression — for  the  restoration  of 
stolen  property  to  its  rightful  owners — for  the  enforcement  of 
that  clause  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence  which  asserts 
*'  that  all  men  are  created  equal,  that  they  are  endowed  by  their 
Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights,  among  which  are  life, 
liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness" — and  for  the  instant  recog- 
nition of  every  American  born  citizen,  as  a  countryman  and 
brother  ! ' 

Having  thus  briefly  defined  the  extent  of  immediate  abolition, 
it  may  be  useful  to  state  some  of  its  probable,  nay,  positive 
benefits. 

It  will  remove  the  cause  of  bloodshed  and  insurrection.  No 
patrols  at  night,  no  standing  army,  will  be  longer  needed  to  keep 
the  slaves  in  awe.  The  planters  may  dismiss  their  present  fears, 
and  sleep  soundly  ;  for,  by  one  act,  they  will  have  transformed 
their  enemies  into  grateful  friends  and  servants. 
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It  will  give  protection  to  millions  who  are  now  at  the  mercy 
of  a  few  irresponsible  masters  and  drivers  :  every  man  and  every 
woman  may  then  find  redress  at  law. 

It  will  annihilate  a  system  of  licentiousness,  incest,  blood  and 
cruelty. 

It  will  open  an  immense  market  to  our  mechanics  and  manu- 
facturers ;  for  these  two  millions  of  free  persons  will  need,  and 
will  make  every  exertion  to  obtain  hats,  bonnets,  shoes,  clothes, 
houses,  lands,  &c.  &c.,  of  which  they  are  now  to  a  great  extent, 
and  while  they  remain  in  bondage,  must  be  destitute. 

It  will  afford  facilities  for  educating  them  in  morals,  science 
and  literature,  'which  can  never  be  granted  to  them  as  slaves. 

It  will  permit  us  to  supply  every  one  of  them  with  a  Bible, 
and  bring  them  into  the  house  of  God. 

It  will  extinguish  the  fires  of  division  between  the  North  and 
South,  and  make  the  bonds  of  our  Union  (which  is  now  held 
by  a  hair,  if  that  be  not  separated  at  this  moment)  stronger  than 
chaius  of  iron. 

It  will  enable  us  to  take  the  one  hundred  thousand  infants,  who 
are  annually  born  of  slave  parents,  and  doomed  to  a  life  of  igno- 
rance and  servitude — ^[Dlace  them  in  infant  schools,  and  transfer 
them  into  primary  and  sabbath  schools  ;  from  these  into  high 
schools  and  Bible  classes  ;_  and,  by  the  assistance  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  from  Bible  classes  into  the  christian  church.  Thus  they 
will  become  ornaments  to  society — capable  men,  good  citizens, 
devoted  christians — instead  of  mere  animals. 

It  will  banish  the  poverty  of  the  South,  reclaim  her  barren 
soil,  and  pour  new  blood  into  all  her  veins  and  arteries.  The 
transformation  of  two  millions  of  slaves  into  free  laborers,  ani- 
mated in  view  of  a  just  recompense  for  their  voluntary  toil,  will 
renovate  the  whole  frame  of  society.  There  is  not  a  slave 
State  but  will  exhibit  the  flusli  of  returning  health,  and  feel  a 
stronger  pulse,  and  draw  a  freer  breath.  It  is,  indeed,  often 
urged  that  the  slaves,  if  freed,  would  not  work.  But  they,  who 
cherish  this  belief,  disregard  the  nature  of  mind.  The  slaves, 
in  their  present  condition,  have  surely  no  motives  for  exertion  ; 
and  men  without  motives  are  mere  machines,  mere  animals,  to 
be  watched  and  driven  by  physical  force:  the  natural  consequence 
is,  they  are  as  indolent  as  possible  :  knowing  that,  whether  they 
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toil  much  or  little,  the  fruits  of  their  labor  will  be  enjoyed  by 
their  masters,  they  are  improvident  and  lazy.  Then  comes  the 
whip  upon  their  bodies  to  make  them  industrious,  every  stroke 
of  which  puts  vengeance  into  their  hearts,  to  be  repaid,  an  eye 
for  an  eye,  a  tooth  for  a  tooth,  and  blow  for  blow,  at  the  first 
favorable  moment.  Compensate  them  fairly  for  their  labor,  and 
every  stone  in  the  earth  would  be  a  magnet  to  attract  them. 
They  would  have  all  the  hopes,  and  desires,  and  feelings  of  men. 
And  here  it  is  proper  to  refer  to  a  wild  notion  which  is  preva- 
lent in  this  country.  Many  persons  seem  to  be  wonderfully 
perplexed  and  appalled,  in  view  of  immediate  abolition.  They 
talk  as  if  the  slaves,  on  being  liberated,  must  be  driven  into  the 
woods,  or  become  drones  or  vagabonds  in  society.  In  the 
first  place,  this  expulsion  is  physically  impracticable ;  and,  se- 
condly, the  planters  are  unable  to  dispense  with  their  labor. 
The  liberated  slaves  would  be  placed  under  wholesome  regula- 
tions, and  encouraged  to  act  well  ;  there  would,  of  necessity,  be 
few  changes  of  masters,  but  every  thing  would  go  on  as  peace- 
ably as  in  the  case  of  the  slaves  in  St.  Domingo,  who,  for  eight 
years  after  their  liberation,  continued  to  work  with  untiring  in- 
dustry, maintaining  the  utmost  order,  and  were  only  roused  to 
deeds  of  violence  by  the  attempt  of  Napoleon  to  reduce  them 
again  to  servitude.  The  labor  of  the  blacks  is  invaluable — the 
south  cannot  flourish  without  them  ;  and  their  expulsion  would 
bring  great  and  everlasting  reproach  upon  the  American  name. 

The  immediate  abolition  of  slavery  will  purify  the  churches 
at  the  south,  which  are  now  red  with  innocent  blood,  and  'filled 
with  all  unrighteousness.'  It  is  impossible  that  religion  should 
prosper,  where  the  pastors  and  members  of  churches  trade  in 
the  souls  of  men.  '  How  is  the  gold  become  dim  !  how  is  the 
most  fine  gold  changed  !  The  whole  head  is  sick,  and  the  whole 
heart  faint.'  Now,  abolish  slavery,  and  the  gospel  will  have 
free  course,  run,  and  be  glorified  ;  salvation  \\  ill  flow  in  a  cur- 
rent broad  and  deep  ;  and  for  a  short  time  only  can  it  be  re- 
proachfully said  that  there  exist  two  millions  of  slaves  in  a 
christian  land. 

In  fine,  immediate  abolition  would  save  the  lives  of  the  plant- 
ers, enhance  the  value  of  their  lands,   promote  their  temporal 
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and  eternal  interests,  and  secure  for  them  the  benignant  smiies 
of  Heaven.  It  would  destroy  the  market  for  slaves,  and  con- 
sequently, to  a  certain  extent,  destroy  the  foreign  slave  trade ; 
for  when  the  Africans  cannot  be  sold,  they  will  not  be  stolen. 

Whatever  ignorance  or  delusion  may  advance  to  the  contrary, 
the  guilt  of  slaveholding  is  national  ;  the  evil  is  national  ;  ^nd  '  a 
common  evil  implies  a  common  right  to  apply  a  remedy.'  We, 
of  New-England,  deeply  participate  in  the  guilt  of  oppression^ 
having  early  commenced  enslaving  the  natives  of  Africa,  and  up 
to  the  last  hour  of  the  legality  of  the  traffic,  actively  prosecuted 
the  foreign  slave  trade.  To  tha  south  we  are  now  pledging  our 
physical  force,  in  case  of  insurrection,  and  giving  our  co-oper- 
ation, without  which  they  could  not  long  retain  their  victims  in 
servitude.  To  the  slaves,  therefore,  we  are  bound  to  make  re- 
paration ;  and  no  pretext  or  device  can  release  us  from  our  ob- 
ligations. '  Whoso  stoppeth  his  ears  at  the  cry  of  the  poor,  he 
also  shall  cry  himself,   but  shall  not  be  heard.' 

The  Board  of  Managers  would  solemnly  protest  against  the 
doctrine,  that  slavery  concerns  the  south  alone,  and  that  the 
people  of  the  free  States  have  no  right  to  demand  its  removal, 
They  regard  it  as  politically  and  morally  false,  calculated  to  par- 
alyze the  consciences  and  efforts  of  the  people,  and  giving  per- 
petuity to  the  system.  It  is  true  the  people  of  New-England 
cannot  legislate  for  the  southern  states  ;  that  the  national  com- 
pact was  so  framed  as  to  guarantee  the  legal  possession  of  slaves  ; 
and  that  physical  interference  would  be  a  violation  of  christian 
principles.  But,  so  long  as  slaves  are  held  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  in  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  ;  so  long 
as  ours  is  a  representative  government,  subject  to  the  will  of  the 
people  ;  so  long  as  no  efforts  are  made  to  modify  or  repeal  the 
present  compact,  by  those  who  have  both  the  right  and  the 
power  thus  to  do  ;  so  long  as  the  interests  of  the  non-slavehold- 
ing  States  are  jeoparded  by  the  twenty-five  slave  votes  in  Con- 
gress ;  so  long  as  moral  influence,  widely  and  wisely  dissemin- 
ated, is  productive  of  beneficial  results  ;  so  long  as  public  opin^ 
ion  is  the  lever  of  national  reform  ;  so  long  as  the  people  of 
New-England  are  liable  to  be  called  upon  to  put  down  slave  in- 
surrections at  the  south  ;  so  long  as  there  is  neither  the  liberty 
of  speech  nor  of  the  press,  on  the  subject  of  oppression,  in  a 
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large  portion  of  our  country  ;  so  long  as  southern  States  deprive 
the  colored  citizens  of  New-England,  who  may  visit  them,  of 
their  liberty  and  the  rights  of  citizenship  guaranteed  to  them  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  ;   so  long  as  slavery  mars 
the  harmony,  divides  the  policy,  retards  the  prosperity,  and  fear- 
fully threatens  the  existence  of  the  nation  ;  so  long  as  the  com- 
mands  of  Jesus  remain  binding  upon  all  men,   '  Whatsoever  ye 
would  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them,'  '  Thou 
shall  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself;  so  long  as  there  remains 
any  flesh  in  our  hearts,  any  physical    or  moral   affinity  between 
nsand  our  enslaved  brethren,  any  love  to   God   or  man  in  our 
souls  ;  it  never  can  be  true  that  the  people  of  New-England  are 
not  bound  to  use  their  moral  and  political   power   to    overthrow 
slavery  in  the  United  States. 

While  the  Anti-Slavery  Society  makes  the  emancipation  of 
all  the  slaves  in  this  country  the  primary  object  of  its  organiza- 
tion, it  aims  to  achieve  a  noble  work  of  beneficence,  in  regard 
to  the  free  people  of  color.  The  condition  of  this  unfortunate 
class,  although  perceptibly  improving,  is  eminently  deserving  of 
compassion  and  alleviation.  To  effect  the  repeal  of  these  laws, 
which,  in  the  several  States,  press  them  down  to  the  earth,  and 
exclude  them  from  a  full  exercise  of  their  rights  as  freemen  ;  to 
procure  for  tliem  mechanical  trades,  and  reputable  pursuits,  by 
which  they  may  become  highly  useful  to  the  country,  and  ban- 
ish their  general  poverty  ;  to  encourage  and  assist  them  in  all 
laudable  efibrts  for  their  moral  and  intellectual  improvement  ; 
to  provide  schools,  from  the  lowest  to  the  highest  grade,  for 
their  education  ;  and  to  exterminate  those  prejudices  which  now 
reign  with  such  tyrannous  sway  against  them  ;  these  are  pur- 
poses, for  the  accomplishment  of  which  the  New-England  Anti- 
Slavery  Society  is  pledged  to  spare  no  eflbrts. 

The  Managers  consider  the  removal  of  the  free  colored  pop- 
ulation of  the  United  States  to  the  coast  of  Africa — to  a  land 
of  darkness  and  barbarism — for  the  purpose  of  giving  them  lit- 
erary, scientific  and  moral  advantages,  as  highly  reproachful  to 
the  good  name  and  fame  of  this  great  nation,  preposterous  in  its 
object,  and  palpably  unjust.  This  is  a  christian  land  ;  crowded 
with  churches,  schools  and  colleges  ;  the  abode  of  science  and 
the  arts  ;  basking  in  the   effulgence   of   the    Sun   of  Righteous- 
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ness  ;  the  asylum  of  (he  degraded  and  oppressed  of  other  na- 
tions ;  renowned  for  its  literar}^  and  civil  institutions  ;  possess- 
ing, far  beyond  any  other  country,  the  means  of  elevating  the 
benighted  mind  of  man  ;  and  abundantly  able  to  supply  all  the 
physical,  intellectual  and  religious  necessities  of  its  population. 
Now  to  expatriate  the  free  people  of  color  to  Africa,  a  continent 
more  completely  enveloped  in  gloom  than  any  other,  '  which  is 
full  of  the  habitations  of  cruelty,'  and  which  is  utterly  destitute, 
in  order  to  raise  them  in  intelligence  and  dignity,  is  not  only  a 
burlesque  upon  moral  enterprises,  but  the  acme  of  folly.  The 
reason,  too,  which  is  given  by  the  Colonization  Society  for  this 
expulsion,  is  monstrous  ;  and  as  often  as  it  is  urged  in  any  of 
its  reports,  or  in  its  official  organ,  or  by  any  of  its  itinerants, 
should  fill  the  readers  and  hearers  of  the  base  libel  with  indigna- 
tion. It  is — that  the  American  people  are  so  incorrigibly  vile, 
so  lost  to  all  sense  of  shame,  so  far  beyond  repentance,  so  pre- 
scriptive in  their  feelings,  so  filled  with  all  malice,  prejudice, 
and  hate,  that,  to  the  latest  generation,  they  will  not  cease  to 
treat  their  free  colored  countrymen  in  the  most  tyrannous  and 
dastardly  manner,  unless  they  are  separated  by  a  breadth  of  four 
thousand  miles.  And  in  order  to  vindicate  this  ubgodly  spirit, 
the  Managers  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  in  their 
last  Annual  Report,  utter  this  blasphemy  :  '  The  Mal^gers  con- 
sider it  clear  that  causes  exist,  and  are  operating  to  prevent  their 
improvement  and  elevation  to  any  considerable  extent  as  a  class^ 
in  this  country,  which  are  fixed,  not  only  beyond  the  control  of 
the  friends  of  humanity,  but  of  any  human  power.  Chris- 
tianity will  not  do  for  them  here,  what  it  will  do  for  them  in 
Africa.  This  is  not  the  fault  of  the  colored  man,  nor  of  the 
white  man,  nor  of  Christianity  ;  but  an  ordination  of  ProvidencCy 
and  no  more  to  be  changed  than  the  laics  of  JsTature.' 

In  other  words,  when  God  shall  please  to  make  their  com- 
plexion like  ours,  then  we  shall  be  able  to  cease  from  our  ha- 
tred, contumely  and  oppression — and  not  till  then. 

With  the  doctrines,  principles  and  designs  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  the  New-England  Anti-Slavery  Society 
holds  no  fellowship — viewing  them  as  utterly  subversive  of  sound 
morality  and  the  law  of  brotherly  love,  and  calculated  to  inflame 
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and  strengthen  those  prejudices  which  have  so  long  operated 
against  the  free  colored  population  of  the  United  States.  Sub- 
mitting the  motives  of  those  who  support  the  scheme  of  African 
Colonization  to  the  inspection  of  Him  who  alone  '  searcheth  the 
heart  and  trieth  the  reins,'  and  cheerfully  exonerating  the  people 
of  the  free  States,  generally,  from  any  design  to  persecute  or 
enslave  the  people  of  color  in  this  land,  the  Managers  proceed 
to  state,  as  comprehensibly  as  possible,  some  of  the  reasons 
which  lead  abolitionists  to  oppose  the  American  Colonization 
Society. 

They  denounce  and  oppose  it — 

1.  Because  (as  has  already  been  shown)  it  denies  the  power 
of  the  gospel  to  overcome  prejudice,  and  maintains  that  no  moral 
or  educational  means  can  ever  raise  the  colored  population  from 
their  degradation  to  respectability  and  usefulness  in  this  coun- 
try. (1)  By  inculcating  this  disgraceful  doctrine,  it  measurably 
paralyzes,  in  the  breasts  of  those  who  embrace  it,  all  eflbrts  to 
improve  the  character  and  condition  of  this  unfortunate  class. 

(1)   Vide  Fifteenth  Annual  Report." 

'  III  every  piirt  of  the  United  States,  there  is  a  brond  and    impassable  line  of 
demarcation  between  every  man  who  has  oiie  drop  of  Afiican  blood  in  his  veins, 
and  every  other  class  iii  the  coiuniunity.     The  habits,  the  feelings,  all  the  pre- 
judices of  society — prejudices  which  neither  refinement,  nor  argument,  nor  ed- 
ucation, NOI^IELIUION  ITSELF,  can  subdue — mark  the  people  of  color, 
whether  bond*r  free,  as  the  subjects  of  a  degradation  inevitable  and  incurable. 
The  African  in  this  country  belongs  by  birth  to  the  very  lowest  station  in  socie- 
ty ;   and  from  that  station  FIE  CAN  NEVER  RISE,  be  his  talents,  his  enter- 
prise, his  virtues  what  they  may     .     .     .     They  constitute  a  class  by  them- 
aelves — a  class  out  of  which  no  individual  can  be  elevated,  and  below  which 
none  can  be  depressed.' — [African  Repository,  vol.  iv.  pp.  118,  119.] 

'  We  have  endeavored,  but  endeavored  in  vain,  to  restore  them  either  to  self- 
respect,  or  to  the  respect  of  others  (!!!)  It  is  not  our  fault  that  tee  have 
failed  I  (I  !  !)  it  is  not  theirs.  It  has  resulted  from  a  cause  over  which 
neither  we,  nor  they,  can  ever  have  control  [that  is  to  say,  they  have  color- 
ed their  akins  !  !  !]  Here,  therefore,  they  must  be  for  ever  debased ;  more 
than  this,  ihey  must  be  for  i:  ver  usele-ss  ;  more  even  than  this,  they  must  be 
FOR  EVER  A  NUISANCE,  from  which  it  were  a  blessing  for  society  to  be  rid. 
And  yet  Ihey,  AND  THEY  ONLY,  are  qualified /or  colonizing  Africa' 
(!  !  !)  — [Idem,  vol.  v.   p.  276.] 

'  They  constantly  hear  the  accents,  and  behold  the  triumphs,  of  a  liberty  which 
here  thry  can  never  enjoy.'  .  .  .  '  It  is  against  this  increase  of  colored 
persons,  who  take  but  a  nominal  freedom  here,  and  cannot  rise  from  their  de- 
graded condition, thnlthisSocinty  aUewplsto  provide.' — [Idem,vi.  pp.  17,82.] 
'  Is  it  not  wise,  then,  for  the  free  people  of  color  and  their  friends  to  admit, 
what  cannot  reasonably  be  doubted,  that  the  people  of  color  must,  in  this 
country,  remain  for  ages,  PROBABLY  FOR  EVER,  a  separate  and 
inferior  caste,  weighed  down  by  causes,  powerful,  universal,  inevitable  ;  which 
neither  legislation  nor  CHRISTIANITY  can  remove  r'— [Idem,  vol.  vii.  p.  196.] 
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2.  Because  it  not  only  is  not  hostile  to  slavery,  but  in  its  re- 
ports and  in  its  official  organ,  and  by  its  auxiliary  societies  and 
principal  supporters,  exonorates  slaveholders  from  guilt,  and 
represents  their  criminality  as  their  misfortune.  (~) 

3.  Because  it  surrenders  the  great  principle,  that  man  cannot 
justly  hold  property  in  man,  and  regards  the  wresting  of  the 
slaves  from  their  masters  as  great  an  outrage  as  the  invasion  of 
the  right  of  property  in  houses,  cattle  and  land.  (3) 

4.  Because  it  openly,  actively,  uncompromisingly  denounces 
the  immediate  abolition  of  slavery  as  injustice  to  the  masters,  a 
calamity  to  the  slaves,  dangerous  to  society,  and  contrary  to  the 
requirements  of  Christianity.  W 

(2)  '  Slavery  is  an  evil  which  is  entailed  upon  the  present  generation  of  islave- 
holders,  which  they  must  suffer,  whether  they  will  or  not.' — [African  Repos- 
itory, vol.  V.  p.  179.] 

'  It  [the  Society]  condemns  no  man  because  he  is  a  slaveholder.''  *  *  * 
'They  [aholitionisls]  counfound  the  misfortunis  of  one  generation  with  the 
crimes  of  another,  and  would  sacrifice  both  individual  and  public  good  to  an 
unsubstantial  theory  of  the  rights  of  man.'  —  [Idem,  vol.  vii.  pp.  200,  202.] 

•The  existence  of  slavery  among  us,  though  not  at  all  to  be  objected  to  our 
southern  brethren  as  a  fault,  is  yet  a  blot  on  our  national  character  and  a  migh- 
ty drawback  from  our  national  strength.' — [Second  Annual  Report  of  the  N.  Y. 
State  Col.  Society.] 

•  They  do  not  perceive  the  propriety  of  confounding  the  crime  of  the  kidnap- 
per, with  the  misfortune  of  the  owner  of  imported  and  inherited  -slaves.' — 
[North  American  Review,  for  July,  1832.] 

(3)  '  We  hold  their  slaves,  as  we  hold  their  other  property,  sacred.' — 
[African  Repository,  vol.  i.  p.  283.] 

'  Does  this  Society  wish  to  meddle  with  our  slaves  as  our  rightful  property? 
I  answer  no,  I  think  not.' — Idem,  vol.  ii.  p.  13.] 

'  It  is  equally  plain  and  undeniable  that  the  Society,  in  the  prosecution  of  this 
work,  has  never  interfered  or  evinced  even  a  disposition  to  interfere  in  any  way 
with  the  rights  of  proprietors  of  sluv's.' — [Idem,  vol.  vi.  p.  205.] 

'  To  the  slaveholder,  %vhn  had  charged  upon  them  the  wicked  design  of  inter- 
fering with  the  RIGHTS  of  property  under  the  specious  pretext  of  removing 
a  vicious  and  dangerous  free  population,  they  address  themselves  in  a  tone  of 
conciliatioi*«>ind  sympathy.  We  know  your  rights,  saj  they,  and  we  respect 
them.' — [Idem,  vol.  vii.  p.  100.] 

'  It  was  proper  again  and  ag:»in  to  repeat,  that  it  was  far,  from  the  intention 
of  the  Sociuty  to  affect  in  any  manner,'  the  tenure  by  which  a  certain  species  of 
property  is  held.  He  was  himself  a  slaveholder  ;  and  he  considered  that 
kind  of  property  as  inviolable  as  any  other  in  the  country.' — [Speech  of 
Henry  Clay — First  Annual  Report,] 

(4)  «  The  scope  of  the  Society  is  large  enough,  hut  it  is  in  no  wise  mingled  or 
confounded  with  the  broad  sweeping  views  of  a  few  fanatics  in  America,  who 
would  urge  us  on  to  the  sudden  and  total  abolition  of  slavery.' — [African  Re- 
pository, vol.  iii    p.  97.] 

*  Wiiat  i<  to  he  done  ?  Immediate  and  universal  emancipation  will  find  few, 
if  any  advocates  among  judicious  and  reflecting  men.'  *  *  *  '  Here,  that  race 
is  in  every  form  a  curse,  and  if  the  system,  eo  long  contended  for  by  the  uncom- 
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5.  Because  it  advocates  a  cautious,  partial,  gradual  emanci- 
pation— thus  allowing  that  it  is  not  incumbent  on  all  oppressors 
to  do  justly  and  love  mercy  now,  and  that  it  is  proper  to  cease 
from  robbery  and  sin  by  a  slow  process.  (^) 

6.  Because,  while,  it  professes  to  remove  those  emigrants 
only  who  go  '  toith  their  own  consent  '  to  Africa,  it  is  the  instru- 
ment of  a  cruel  persecution  against  the  free  people  of  color,  by 
its  abuse  of  their  character,  representing  them  as  seditious,  dan- 
gerous and  useless  :  it  contends,  moreover,  that  emancipation 
should  not  take  place  without  the  simultaneous  transportation  of 
the  liberated — thus  leaving  to  the  slave  the  choice  of  banishment 
or  perpetual  servitude.  (^) 

promising  aboliiionist,  could  prevail,  its  efTect  would  be  to  spread  discord  and 
devastation  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other.' — [Idem,  vol.  iv.  pp.  202, 
363.] 

'  VVerc  the  very  spirit  of  angelic  charity  to  pi^rvsde  and  fill  the  hearts  of  all 
the  slaveholders  in  our  land,  it  would  by  no  means  require  that  all  the  slaves 
should  be  instantaneously  liberated." — [Idem,  vol.  v.  p.  329.] 

'  The  Society,  meeting  the  objections  of  the  abolition  enthusiast,  in  a  like 
spirit  of  mildness  and  forbearance,  assures  him  of  their  equal  devotion  to  the  pure 
principles  of  liberty  ard  the  powerful  claims  of  humanity.  ...  '  \Ve  protest, 
most  solfinnli/  protest,  against  the  adoption  of  your  views,  as  alike  destructive 
of  the  ends  of  justice,  of  policy,  and  of  humanity.'  .  .  .  'Come,  ye  aboli- 
tionists, away  with  your  wild  enthusiasm,  your  misguided  philanthropy.' — 
[Idem,  vpl.  vii.  p.  101.] 

'  The  inhabitants  of  the  South  cannot,  and  ought  not,  suddenly  to  emancipate 
their  slaves,  to  remain  among  thcrn  free.  Such  a  measure  would  be  no  blessnrg 
to  the  staves,  but  xWe  very  madness  of  self-destruction  to  the  whites. — [First  An- 
nual Report  of  the  New-.Iersey  Colonization  Society.] 

(5)  \'ide  the  evidence  given  in  support  of  the  4th  allegation. 

(6)  '  That  the  free  colored  population  of  our  country  is  a  great  and  constant- 
ly increasing  evil  must  be  readily  acknowledged.  Averse  to  labor,  with  no  in- 
centives to  industry  or  motives  to  self-respect,  they  maintain  a  precarious  exist- 
ence by  petty  thefts  and  plunder,  themselves,  or  by  inciting  our  domestics,  not 
free,  to  rob  their  owners  to  supply  their  wants.' — [."African  Repository,  vol.  vi. 
p.    135.] 

'  Placed  midway  between  freedom  and  slavery,  they  know  neither  the  incen- 
tives of  the  one,  nor  the  restraints  of  the  other;  but  are  alike  injurious  by  their 
conduct  and  example,  to  all  other  classes  of  society.' — [Eighth  .Annual  Report.] 

'  No  scheme  of  abolition  will  meet  my  support,  that  leaves  the  emancipated 
blacks  among  us.' — [.African  Repository,  vol.  ii.  p.  188.] 

'  VVe  would  say,  liberate  them  only  on  condition  of  their  going  to  Africa 
or  to  Hai/ti/ — [Idem,  vol,  iii.  p.  26.] 

'  I  am  nnt  complainim^  of  the  oivners  of  slaves  ,■  it  would  be  as  humane 
to  throw  them  from  the  decks  in  the  middle  passage,  as  to  set  them  free  in  our 
country.'  *  *  *  «  ^ilny  scheme  of  cinancipation  without  colonization,  ihey 
know  and  see  and  feel  to  be  productive  of  nothing  but  ^vil  ;  evil  to  all  whom  it 
affects  :  to  the  white  population,  to_lhe  slaves,  to  the  manumitted  themselves.' 
— [Idem,  vol.  iv.  pp.  226,  300.] 

'  Hundreds  who  hold  slaves,  would  willingly  set  them  at  liberty,  were  the 
means  of  their  removal  provided.  And  till  those  means  are  provided,  the  lib- 
eration of  the  slave  would  neither  be  a  blessing  to  himself,  nor  to  the  public' 


27 

7.  Because  it  confesses  that  its  measures  are  calculated  to 
secure  the  slave-system  from  destruction,  to  remove  the  appre- 
hensions of  slaveholders,  to  increase  the  value  of  slave  property; 
and  tluis  to  perpetuate  the  thraldom  of  millions  of  native  Amer- 
cans.  (^)     The  proposition  is  self-evident,  that  as  the  nmnher  of 

.  .  .  .  « It  is  not  iherefoie  incumbent  upon  those  who  hold  slaves,  to  set  them 
at  liberty,  till  some  means  are  provided  for  their  removal,  or  at  least  for  their 
snbi-istence.  They  owe  it  neillior  to  themselves,  to  their  country,  nor  the  unfor- 
tunate beings  around  them.' — [Idem,  vol.  v.  p.  89.] 

'  If  this  question  wore  submitted,  whether  there  should  be  either  immediate 
or  gradual  emancipation  of  all  the  slaves  in  the  United  States,  ivithout  their 
removal  or  colonization,  painful  as  it  is  to  express  the  opinion,  /  have  no 
doubt  that  it  loould  he  unwise  to  emancipate  them.''  ^  *  '••  'Gentlemen  of 
the  highest  respectability  from  the  South  assure  us,  that  there  is  among  the  own- 
ers of  slaves  a  very  extensive  and  increasing  desire  to  emancipate  ihem.  Their 
patriotism,  their  humanity,  nay,  their  self-interest,  prompt  to  this  ;  but  it  is  not 
expedient,  it  is  not  safe  to  do  it,  without  being  able  to  remove  them.' — [Idem, 
vol.  vi.  pp.  5,  110.] 

'The  idea  of  emancipating  onr  slaves,  and  permitting  them  to  remain  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  United  States,  whether  as  a  measure  of  humanity  or  of 
policy,  is  most  decisively  reprobated  by  universal    public    sentiment.' — [Idem, 
vol.  vii.  p.  230.] 

'  All  emancipiition,  to  however  small  an  extent,  which  permits  the  persons 
emaneipated  to  remain  in  this  country,  is  an  evil,  which  must  increase  with 
the  increase  of  the  operation.' — [First  Annual  Report.] 

'They  will  annex  the  condition  that  the  emancipated  shall  leave  the  coun- 
try.—  [Second  Annual  l?eport.] 

'  They  require  that  the  whole  mass  of  free  persons  of  color,  and  those  VTho 
may  become  such  with  the  consent  of  their  owners^  should  be  progressively 
remov(d  from  among  us,  as  fast  as  their  own  consent  can  be  ol'tained,  and  as 
the  means  can  be  found  for  their  removal  and  for  their  proper  establishment  in 
Africa.' — (Seventh  Annual  Report.]  • 

'  Colonization,  to  be  correct,  must  be  beyond  seas — Emancipation,  with  the 
liberty  to  remain  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  is  but  an  act  of  dreamy 
madness  .'  ' — [Thirteenth  Annual  Report.] 

'  Emancipation,  ivithout  removal  from  the  country,  is  out  of  the  ques- 
tion.' *  *  *  '  As  long  as  our  prei^ent  feelings  and  prejudices  exist,  the  abolition 
of  slavery  cannot  be  accomplished  witlioui  the  removal  of  the  blacks — they 
cannot  he  emancipated  as  a  people,  and  remain  among  us.' — [Second  An- 
nual Report  of  the  New- York  State  Colonization  Society.] 

'TAe  abortion  of  slavery  was  no  object  of  desire  to  him,  unless  accom- 
panied by  colonization.  So  far  was  he  from  desiring  it,  unaccompanied  by 
this  condition,  that  he  would  not  live  in  a  country  where  the  one  took  place 
without  the  other'  !  ! .' — [Mr.  Mercer's  Speech  in  Congress.] 

'  The  Society  maintains,  that  no  slave  ought  to  receive  his  liberty  except  on 
condition  of  being  excluded,  not  merely  from  the  State  which  sets  him  loose, 
but  from  the  whole  country  ;  that  is,  of  being  colonized.' — [North  American 
Review,  for  July,  1832.] 

(7.)  '  So  far  from  being  connected  with  the  abolition  of  slavery,  the  measure 
proposed  would  prove  one  of  the  greatest  securities  to  enable  the  master  to 
keep  in  possession  his  oion  property.' — [Speech  of  John  Randolph  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Colonization  Society.] 

.  '  The  slave  seeing  his  free  companion  live  in  idleness,  or  subsist  however  scan- 
Sily  or  precariously  by  occasional  and  desultory  employment,  is  apt  to  grow  dis- 
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the  slaves  becomes  reduced  by  transportation,  the  whole  remain* 
ing  mass  will  rise  in  value,  and  may  be   held    more    securely  in 


bondage. 


contented  with  his  own  condition,  and  to  regard  as  tyranny  and  injustice  the  aH- 
thoiity  which  conipuls  him  to  labor.' — [General  Harper's  Letter — First  Annual 
Report,  p.  32.] 

'  The  slaves  would  be  greatly  benefitted  by  the  removal  of  the  free  blacks,  who 
now  corrupt  them  and  render  them  discontented.' — [Second  An.  Report.] 

«  Their  annual  increase  is  truly  astonishing,  certainly  unexampled.  The  dan- 
gerous ascendency  which  tliey  have  already  acquired  over  the  slaves,  is  conse- 
quently increasing  with  every  addition  to  their  numbers  ;  and  every  addition  to 
their  numbers  is  a  subtraction  from  the  wealth,  and  .strengtli,  and  character,  and 
happiness,  and  safety  of  the  country.' — [Twelfth  Annual   Report.] 

'  We  all  knww  the  effects  produced  on  our  slaves  by  the  fa^-cinating,  but  delu- 
sive appearance  of  happiness,  exhibited  in  some  persons  of  their  own  complex- 
ion, roaming  in  idleness  and  vice  among  them.  By  removing  the  most  fruitful 
source  of  discontent  from  among  our  slaves,  we  should  render  them  more  indus- 
trious and  attentive  to  our  commands.'— ^[Fourteenth  Annual  Report.] 

'  What  is  the  free  black  to  the  slave  ?  A  standing  perpetual  incitement  to  dis- 
content. Though  the  condition  of  the  slave  be  a  thousand  times  the  best — 
supplied,  protected,  instead  of  destitute  and  desolate — yet,  the  folly  of  the  con- 
dition, held  to  involuntary  labor,  finds,  always,  allurement,  in  the  spectacle  of 
exemption  from  it,  without  consideration  of  the  adjuncts  of  destitution  and  mis- 
ery. The  slave  would  have,  then,  little  excitement  to  discontent  but  for  the  free 
black.' — [Fifteenth  Annual  Report.] 

'  By  removing  these  people,  we  rid  onrselves  of  a  large  party  who  will  always 
be  ready  to  assist  our  slaves  in  any  niisohiLvous  design  which  they  may  conceive  ; 
and  who  are  better  able,  by  their  intelligence,  nn:l  the  facilities  of  their  commu- 
nication, to  bring  those  designs  to  a  successful  termination.' — [African  Reposi- 
tory, vol.  i.  p.  176.] 

'  ilere,  the  African  part  'of  our  population  bears  so  large  a  proportion  to  the 
residue  of  European  origin,  as  to  create  the  most  lively  apprehension,  especially 
in  some  quarters  of  the  Union.  Any  project,  therefore,  by  which,  in  a  material 
decree,  the  dangerous  element  in  the  general  mass  can  be  diminished  or  render- 
ed stationary,  deserves  deliberate  consideration.' — [Idem,  vol.  ii.  p.  338.] 

'  To  remove  these  persons  from  among  us,  will  increase  the  jtscfulness,  and 
improve  the  moral  character  of  those  who  remain  in  servitude,  and  with  whose 
labors  the  country  is  unable  to  dispense.'  *  *  *  '^re  they  vipers,  who  are 
sucking  our  blood  7  we  will  hurl  them  from  us.  It  is  not  sympathy  alone, — 
not  sickly  sympathy,  no,  nor  manly  sympathy  either, — which  is  to  act  on  us  ; 
but  vital  policy,  self-interest,  are  also  enlisting  themselves  on  the  humane  side 
in  our  breasts.' — [Idem,  vol.  iii.  pp.  67,  201.] 

'  It  places  the  attainment  of  the  grand  object  in  view,  that  is,  to  withdraw 
from  the  United  States  annually,  so  many  of  the  colored  population,  and  provide 
them  a  comfortable  home  and  all  the  advantages  of  civilization  in  Africa,  as  ttnll 
make  the  number  here  remain  stationary.'  *  *  *  '  By  thus  repressing  the 
rapid  increase  of  blacks,  the  white  population  would  be  enabled  to  reach  and 
soon  overtop  them.  The  consequence  would  be  security.' — [Idem,  vol.  iv.  pp. 
271,  344.] 

•  They  constitute  a  large  mass  of  human  being^s,  who  hang  as  a  vile  excres- 
cence upon  society— the  objects  of  a  low  debasing  envy  to  our  slaves,  and  to 
ourselves  of  universal  suspicion  and  distrust.'  ''■'■*'  If  this  process  were  con- 
tinued a  second  term  of  duplication,  it  would  produce  the  extraordinary  result  of 
forty  white  men  to  one  black  in  the  country— a  state  of  things  in  which  we 
should  not  only  cease  to  feel  the  burdens  which  now  hang  so  heavily  upon  us, 
but  actually  regard  the  poor  African  as  an  object  of  curiosity,  and  not  uneasiness.' 
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8.  Because  it  was  conceiv^ed,  perfected,  and  is  managed  prin- 
cipally by  those  who  hold  thousands  of  their  fellow  creatures  in 
cruel  bondage,  regarding  them  as  cattle,  and  shamelessly  refu- 

*  *  **  '  Enouwli,  under  favorable  circumstances,  might  be  removed  for  a  few 
successive  years — if  yimng  females  were  encouraged  to  go — to  keep  the  whole 
colored  population  in  check.' — [Idem,  vol.  vii.  pp.   230,  232,  246. j 

'  They  are  well  calculated  to  render  the  slaves  sullen,  discontented,  unhappy, 
and  refractory.' — [M  itthew  Carey's  Essays.] 

•  But  is  it  not  certain,  that  should  the  people  of  the  Southern  States  refuse  to 
adopt  the  opinions  of  the  Colonization  Society,'  [relative  to  the  gradual  abolition 
of  slavery,  |  and  continue  to  consider  it  both  just  and  politic  to  leave,  untouched, 
.a  system,  for  the  termination  of  whj^ch,  we  think  the  whole  wisdom  and  energy 
of  the  States  should  be  put  in  requisition,  that  they,  will  CONTRIBUTE  MOllE 
EFFEf.TUALLY  TO  THE  CONTINUANCE  AND  STRENGTH  OF  THIS 
SYSTEM,  by  removinof  those  now  free,  than  by  any  or  all  other  methods  which 
caa  possibly  be  devised  ?' — [African  Repository,  vol.  i.  p.  227.] 

'  THE  EXECUTION  OF  ITS  SCHEME  WOULD  AUGMENT  INSTEAD 
OF  DIMINISHING  THE  VALUE  OF  THE  PROPJERTY  LEFT  BEHIND.' 
—[Idem,  vol.  ii.  p.  344.] 

'  The  removal  of  every  single  free  black  in  America,  would  be  productive  of 
nothing  but  safety  to  the  slaveholder.' — [Idem,  vol.  iii.  p.  202.] 

'The  tendency  of  the  scheme,  and  one  of  its  objects,  is  to  skcure  slave- 
holders, AND  THE  WHOLE  SOUTHERN  COUNTRY,  against  Certain  cvil  coH- 
sequences,  growing  out  of  the  present  threefold  mixture  of  our  population.' — 
[Address  of  the  Rockbridge  Col.  Society. — Idem,  vol.  iv.  p.  274.] 

'  If,  as  is  most  confidently  believed,  the  colonization  of  the  free  people  of  color 
will  render  the  slave  who  remains  in  America  more  obedient,  more  faithful,  more 
honest,  and,  consequently,  more  useful  to  his  blaster,  &c.' — [Second  Ann.  Rep.] 

'There  is  but  one  way,  [to  avert  danger,]  but  that  might  be  made  effectual, 
fortunately  !  It  was  to  PROVIDE  AND  KEEP  OPEN  A  DRAIN  FOR  THE 
EXCESS  BEYOND  THE  OCCASIONS  OF  PROFITABLE  EMPLOYMENT. 
Mr.  Archer  had  been  stating  the  case  in  the  supposition,  that  after  the  present 
class  of  free  blacks  had  been  exhausted,  by  the  operation  of  the  plan  he  was 
recommending,  others  would  be  supplied  for  its  action,  in  the  proportion  of  the 
excess  of  colored  population  it  would  be  necessai-y  to  throio  off,hyXhe 
process  of  voluntary  manumission  or  sale.  This  effect,  must  result  inevitably  frorei 
the  depreciating  value  of  the  slaves,  ensuing  their  disproportionate  multiplication. 

The  depreciation  would  be  relieved  and  retarded  at  the  same  time,  by  the  pro- 
cess. The  two  operations  would  aid  reciprocally,  and  sustain  each  other,  and 
both  be  in  the  highest  degree  beneficial.  It  was  on  the  ground  of  interest, 
therefore,  the  most  indisputable  pecuniary  interest,  that  he  addressed  himself 
to  the  people  and  Legislatures  of  the  slaveholding  States. '-^[Speech  of  Mr. 
Archer. — Fifteenth  Annual  Report.] 

'  None  are  obliged  to  follow  our  example  ;  AND  THOSE  WHO  DO  NOT, 
WILL  FIND  THE  VALUE  OF  THEIR  NEGROES  INCREASED  BY  THE 
DEPAPv-TURE  OF  OURS.'— [An  advocate  of  colonization  in  the  Western  (Ky.) 
Luminary.] 

'  So  far  from  its  having  a  dangerous  tendency,  when  properly  considered,  it 
will  he  viewed  as  an  additional  guard  to  our  peculiar  species  of  property.'' 
— [An  advocate  of  the  Society  in  the  New  Orleans  Argus.] 

'  The  slaveholder,  who  is  in  danger  of  having  his  slaves  contaminated  by  their 
free  friends  of  color,  will  not  only  be  relieved  from  this  danger,  but  THE  VALUE 
OF  HIS  SLAVE  WILL  BE  ENHANCED.'— [A  new  and  interesting  view  of 
Slavery.     By  Humanitas,  a  colonization  advocate.     Baltimore,  1820.] 
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sing  to  let  them  go  free  ;  (^)  and  while  thej  thus  estimate  and 
treat  their  miserable  victims,  it  is  a  gross  fallacy  for  them  to 
pretend  that  they  cherish  any  regard  for  the  welfare  of  the  free 
people  of  color.  They  dare  to  call  the  rational  creatures  of 
the  Most  High  their  property^  and  pertinaciously  persist  in  their 
deeds  of  violence  and  robbery.  '  By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know 
them.'  As  consistently  might  the  distillers,  importers,  and  re- 
tailers of  ardent  spirits  unite  to  banish  intemperance  from  the 
land,  by  colonizing  all  the  drunkards^  and  still  continue  to  poison 
all  classes  of  society  ;  as  well  might  debauchees  associate  to? 
gether  to  rid  the  country  of  a  'great  moral  evil,'  by  removing 
some  of  the  victims  of  their  lust  ;  as  for  slaveholders  to  conspire 
for  the  banishmelit  of  our  free  colored  population,  under  the 
mask  of  disinterested  philanthropy,  while  they  are  daily  plun- 
dering their  slaves  of  every  thing  precious  and  sacred.  The 
spectacle  is  truly  revolting. 


(8.)  '  Wlmt  greater  pledge  can  we  give  for  the  moderation  and  safety  of  our 
measures  than  our  own  interests  as  slaveholders,  and  the  ties  that  bind  us  to  the 
slavehoiding  coniniunities  to  which  we  belong?' — [Speech  of  ]Mr.  Key. — Elev- 
enth Annual  Report.] 

'  The  earncsmess  with  wliich  tjie  Legislature  [of  Virginia]  prosecuted  their 
design  [of  colonizing  the  free  blacks,]  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that  the 
E.Necntive  was  requested  to  adopt  measures  of  the  same  character  with  those  just 
mentioned,  at  three  several  times  anterior  to  1816.  But  all  these,  it  should  be 
observed,  were /i/'<L-afe  proceedings  ;  iind  the  injunction  of  secresy  has  not 
been  removed,  so  far  as  we  know,  to  this  day,  e.\cepting  as  to  the  fact  that  such 
proceedings  took  place.  The  first  ^)i{6/«c  expression  of  sentiment  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  colonization  was  also  made  by  the  same  body.     This  was  in  Dec.  1816.' 

.     .     .    'The   sySTKIM   ORIGINATED   IN     THE     WISDOM     OF     THE     AnCIENT 

Dominion.  It  was  generously  countenanced  by  Georgia  in  its  earliest  stages. 
Maryland  has  done  more  for  it  than  all  the  other  States.  Kentucky  and  Tennes- 
see have  declared  themselves  ready  to  support  any  legitimate  interposition  of 
the  General  Government  in  its  favor.  Louisiana  and  Alississippi  are  beginning 
to  act  vi^'orousl)'.' — [North  American  Review,  for  July,  1832.] 

'The  second  objection  may  be  resolved  into  this  ;  that  the  Society,  under  the 
specious  pretext  of  removing  a  vicious  and  noxious  population,  is  secretly  under- 
mining the  rights  of  private  property.  This  is  the  objection  expressed  in  its  full 
force,  and  if  your  memorialists  could  for  a  moment  believe  it  to  be  true  in  point 
of  fact,  they  would  never,  slaveholders  as  they  arc,  have  associated  themselves 
together  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  with  the  Parent  Society  ;  and  far  less 
would  they  have  appeared  in  the  character  in  which  they  now  do,  before  the 
legislative  bodies  of  a  slavehoiding  State.' — .Memorial  of  the  Au.\iliary  Coloni- 
zation Society  of  Powhatan,  to  the  Legislature  of  Virginia. — [Twelfth  Annual 
Report.] 

'  Nothing  has  contributed  more  fo  retard  the  operations  of  the  Colonization 
Society  than  the  mistaken  notion  that  it  interferes  directly  with  slavery.  This 
objection  is  rapidly  vanishing  away,  and  many  of  the  slavehoiding  StcUes  are  be- 
coming efficient  supporters  of  the  national  society.' — [From  a  Tract  issued  by 
the  Massachusetts  Colonization  Society  in  1831,  for  gratuitous  distribution.] 
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9.  Because  it  is  Janus-faced,  presentiug  one  aspect  at  the 
South,  and  another  entirely  different  to  the  North.  Sometimes 
it  is  represented  by  its  publications  aud.  supporters  as  the  only 
scheme  adapted  to  abolish  slavery  and  the  slave  trade,  and  evan- 
gelize Africa  ;  at  other  times  it  denies  that  it  has  any  reference 
to  either  of  these  objects,  but  is  simply  endeavoring  to  remove 
such  free  persons  of  color  as  wish  to  emigrate  to  Africa.  (^) 

'  Your  mfimoiialists  refer  with  confidence  to  the  course  they  have  pursued,  ia 
the  prosecution  of  their  objects  for  nine  years  past,  to  shew  th^t  it  is  possible, 
witliout  danger  or  alarm,  to  carry  on  such  an  operation,  notwithstanding  its  sup- 
posed relation  to  the  sul)jeot  of  slavery,  and  that  they  have  not  been  regardless, 
in  any  of  their  measures,  of  what  was  due  to  the  state  of  society  in  which  they 
live.  They  are,  themselves,  chiefly  slaveholders,  and  live  with  all  the  ties 
of  life  binding  them  to  a  slaveholding  coiiiinunity.' — [Memorial  of  the  Society  to 
the  several  States. — Af  Rep.  vol.  ii.  p.  60.] 

'The  first  great  material  objection  is  that  the  Society  does,  in  fact,  in  spite  of 
its  denial,  irieditate  and  conspire  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves.  'J'o  the  candid, 
let  me  say  that  there  are  names  on  the  rolls  of  the  Society  too  high  to  be  ration- 
ally accused  of  the  duplicity  and  insi<lious  filsehood  which  tliis  implies  ;  farther, 
the  Society  and  its  branches  are  composed,  in  by  far  the  larger  part,  of  citizens 
of  slaveholding  States,  who  cannot  gravely  be  charged  with  a  design  so  peril- 
ous to  themselves.'  *  *  *  '  Let  me  repeat,  the  friends  of  the  Colonization  So- 
ciety, three-fourths  of  them  are  slaveholders  ;  the  legis'atures  of  .Maryland, 
Georgia,  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  all  slaveholding  States,  have  approved  it  ; 
every  member  of  this  au.xiliary  Society  is,  either  in  himself,  or  his  nearest  rel- 
atives, interested  in  holding  slaves.'' — ['The  Colonization  Society  Vindicat- 
ed.'— Idem.  vol.   iii.  pp.  200,  202.] 

'  .About  twelve  years  ago,  some  of  the  wisest  men  of  the  nation,  mostly  slave- 
holders, formed,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  the  present  .American  Colonization 
Society.' — [.Address  of  the  Rockbridge  Col.    Society. — Idem.  vol.  iv.   p.    274.] 

'■Being,  chiefly,  slaveholders  ourselves,  we  well  know  how  it  becomes  us 
to  approach  such  a  subject  as  this  in  a  slaveholding  state,  and  in  every  other.  If 
there  were  room  for  a  reasonable  jealousy,  we  among  the  first  should  feel  it  ; 
being  as  much  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  comiriunity,  and  having  as  much 
at  heart,  as  any  men  can  have,  the  security  of  ourselves,  our  property  and  oar 
families.' — [Review  of  Mr.  Tazewell's  Report. — Idem,  p.  341.] 

'  Being,  mostly,  slaveholders  ourselves,  having  a  common  interest  with  you 
in  this  subject,  an  equal  opportunity  of  understanding  it,  and  the  same  motives  to 
pruderit  action,  wh.it  better  guarantee  can  be  afforded  for  the  just  discrimination, 
and  the  safe  operation  of  our  measures  .'' — [.Af  Rep.  vol.  vii.  p.  100.] 

'  It  is  a  gratifying  circumstance  that  the  Society  has  'rom  the  first  obtained  its 
most  decided  and  efficient  support  from  the  slaveholding  States.' — [Sermon, 
delivered  at  Springfield,  Mass.  .luly  4th,  1829,  before  the  Auxiliary  Colonization 
Society  of  Hampden  County,  by  Rev.  B.  Dickinson.] 

(9.)  '  Its  primary  object  now  is,  and  ever  has  been,  to  colonize,  with  their 
own  consent,  free  people  of  color  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  or  elsewhere,  as  Con- 
gress may  deem  expedient.  .And,  Sir,  I  am  unwilling  to  admit,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, and  particularly  in  this  Hall,  that  it  ever  has  swerved  from  this  car- 
dinal object.' — [Speech  of  Mr.  Benham.— Fourteenth  Annual  Report.] 

'  Our  Society  and  the  friends  of  colonization  wish  to  be  distinctly  understood 
upon  this  point.     From    the    begiiming   they  have  disavowed,  and    they  do  yet 
disavow,  that  their  object   is  if  Ac  emancipation  of  the    slaves.' — [Speech    of 
James  S.  Green,  Esq. — First  Annual  Report  of  the  New-Jersey  Col.  See] 
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10.  Because  it  impiously  holds  that  slaveholders  are  such 
from  necessity  ;  that  the  atrocious  laws  which  are  enacted  against 
the  free  colored  and  slave  population  are  justified  by  sound  poli- 
cy ;  and  that  it  is  wrong  to  increase  the  number  of  the  free 
blacks  by  emancipation.   (^O) 

'  This  institution  proposes  to  do  good  by  a  single  .'^^pecific  course  of  measures. 
Its  direct  and  .•specific  purpose  is  not  the  abolition  of  slavery,  or  tlie  relief  of 
pauperism,  or  tiie  extension  ot'conunerce  and  civilization,  or  the  enlargement  of 
science,  or  the  conversion  of  Uie  heathen.  The  single  oliject  which  its  consti- 
tution prescribes,  and  to  which  all  its  etibrts  are  necessarily  directed,  is,  African 
colonization  from  America.  Jt  proposes  only  to  afford  facilities  for  the  voluntary 
emigration  of  free  people  of  color  from  this  country  to  the  country  of  their  fath- 
ers.'—  [llevievv  on  African  Colonization. — Christian  Spectator  for  September, 
1830.] 

'  It  is  no  abolition  Society  ;  it  addresses  as  yet  argumetits  to  no  master, 
and  disavows  with  horror  the  idea  of  offering  temptations  to  any  slave.  It  de- 
nies  THE   DESIGN    OF   ATTEMPTING    EMANCIPATION,   EITHER   PARTIAL 

OR  GENERAL.'— ['  The  Col.  Socioty  Vindicated.' — Af.  Rep.  vol.  iii.  p.  197.] 

'  They  can  impress  upon  the  southern  slaveholder,  by  the  strength  of  facts, 
and  by  the  recorder!  declarations  of  honest  men,  that  the  objects  of  the  Coloni- 
zation Society  are  altogether  pure  and  praiseworthy,  and  that  it  has  no  intention 
to  open  the  door  to  universal  liberty,  but  only  to  cut  out  a  channel,  where  the 
merciful  providence  of  God  may  cause  liiose  dark  waters  to  flow  off.' — [idem, 
vol.  iv.  p.  145.] 

'  The  Colonization  Society,  as  such,  have  renounced  wholly  the  name  and  the 
characteristics  of  abolitionists.  On  this  point  they  have  been  unjustly  and  inju- 
riously slandered.  Into  their  accounts  the  subject  of  emancipa- 
tion DOES  NOT  ENTER  AT  ALL.' — ['N.  E.' — Idem,  p.  306.] 

*  From  its  origin,  and  throughout  the  whole  period  of' its  existence,  it  has  con- 
stantly disclaimed  all  intention  whatever  of  intejferi.ig,  in  the  smallest  degree, 
with  the  rights  of  property,  or  the  object  of  ctnancijiatinn,  gradual  or  im- 
mediate.' *  *  *  '  The  Society  presents  to  the  American  public, -rto  pnject  of 
emancipation.'' — [Mr.  Clay's  Speech.— Idem,  vol.  vi.  pp.  13,  17.] 

'  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  Society  to  liberate  slaves,  or  touch  the  rights  of 
property.' — [ll^port  of  the  Kentucky  Col.  Soc. — Idem,  p.  81.] 

'  The  emancipation  of  slaves  or  the  amelioration  of  their  condition,  with  the 
moral,  intellectual,  and  po'itical  improvement  of  people  of  colorwitliin  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  are  subjects  foreign  to  the  powers  of  this  Society.' — [.Address  of  the 
Board  of  Managers  of  the  American  Colonization  Society  to  its  Auxiliary  Soci- 
eties.— Idem,  vol.  vii.  p.  291.] 

'  It  disclaims,  and  always  has  disclaimed,  all  intention  whatever,  of  interfer- 
ing in  the  smallest  degree,  direct  or  indirect,  with  the  rights  of  slaveholders,  the 
riuht  of  property,  or  Jhe  object'of  emancipation,  ^rorfwa/  or  immediate.  It 
knows  that  the  owners  of  slaves  are  the  owners,  and  no  one  else — it  does  not 
in  the  most  remote  degree,  touch  that  delicate  subject.  Every  slaveholder  may, 
therefore,  remain  at  ease  concerning  it  or  its  progress  or  objects.' — [An  advocate 
of  the  Society  in  the  New-Orleans  Argus.] 

'  The  Society,  as  a  society,  recognizes  no  principles  in  reference  to  the  slave 
system.  It  says  nothing  and  proposes  to  do  nothing, resi'ictino 
IT.'  ....  '  So  far  as  we  can  ascertain,  the  supporters  of  the  colonization 
policy  generally  believe,  that  slavery  is  in  this  country  a  constitutional  and  legit- 
imate system,  which  they  have  neither  inclination,  interest, 
NOR  ability  to  disturb.' — [North  American  I'evievv,  for  July,  1.''32.] 

(10.)  '  Recognizing  the  constitutional  and  legitimate  existence  of  slavery,  it 
«eeks  not  to  interfere,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  with  the  rights  which  it  creates. 
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11.  Because  its  mode  of  civilizing  and  christianizing  Africa  is 
preposterous,  cruel  and  wild,  and  exactly  fitted  to  raise  up 
strong,  if  not  insurmountable  barriers  to  the  progress  of  the  gos- 
pel in  that  country  ;  for  the  very  persons  it  proposes  to  remove, 
it  describes  as  constituting  the  vilest  class  on  the  face  of  the 
earth,  who  nevertheless  are  well  qualified  to   act  as   instructors 

Acknowledging  the  necessity  by  which  its  present  continuance  imd  the  rigorous 
provisions  for  its  maintenance  are  justified,  it  aims  only  at  furnishing  the  States, 
in  which  it  exists,  the  means  of  immediately  lessening  its  severities,  and  of  ulti- 
mately relieving  themselves  from  its  acknowledged  ^evils.' — [Opimius  in  reply 
to  Caius  Gracchus. — Af  Rep.  vol.  iii.  p.  16.] 

'  It  condemns  no  man  because  he  is  a  slaveholder.' — [Idem, 
vol.  vii.  p.  200.] 

'There  is  a  golden  mean,  which  all  who  would  pursue  the  solid  interest  and 
reputation  of  their  country  may  discern  at  the  very  heart  of  their  confederation, 
and  will  both  advocate  and  enforce — a  principle  of  justice,  conciliation  and  hu- 
manity— a  principle,  sir,  which  is  not  inconsistent  with  itself,  and  yet  can  sigh 
over  the  degradation  of  the  slave,  defend  the  wisdom  and  prudence  of  the  South 
against  the  charge  of  studied  and  pertinacious  cruelty,'  &c. — [Address  of  Robert 
F.  Stockton,  Esq.  at  the  Eighth  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Parent  Society.] 

•  We  all  know  from  a  variety  of  considerations  which  it  is  unnecessary  to 
name,  and  in  consequence  of  the  policy  which  is  obliged  to  be  pursued  in  the 
southern  States,  that  it  is  extremely  dilRcult  to  free  a  slave,  and  hence  the  en- 
actment of  thosQ  laws  ivhich  a  fatal  necessity  seems  to  demand.' — [African 
Repository,  vol.  ii.  p.  12.] 

'  They  are  convinced  that  there  are  now  hundreds  of  masters  who  are  so  only 
itom  necessity.' — [Memorial  of  the  Society  to  the  several  States. — Idem,  vol. 
ii.  p.  60.] 

'  He  [the  planter]  looks  around  him  and  sees  that  the  condition  of  the  great 
mass  of  emancipated  Africans  is  one  in  comparison  with  which  the  condition  of 
his  slaves  is  enviable. — Hundreds  of  humane  and  Christian  slaveholders  retain 
their  fellow-men  in  bondage,  because  they  are  convinced  that  they 
CAN  DO  NO  better.' — [Address  of  the  Managers  of  the  Col.  Soc.  of  Connec- 
ticut.— Idem,  vol.  iv.  p.  120.] 

*  Slavery,  in  its  mildest  form,  is  an  evil  of  the  darkest  character.  Cruel  and 
unnatural  in  its  origin,  no  plea  can  be  urged  in  justification  of  its  continuance 
but  the  plea  ot necessity.' — [Idem,  vol.  v.  p.  334.] 

'  How  much  more  consistent  and  powerful  would  be  our  example,  but  for  that 
population  within  our  limits,  whose  condition  {necessary  condition,  I  will  not 
deny)  is  so  much  at  war  with  our  institutions,  and  with  that  memorable  national 
Declaration — "  that  all  men  are  created  equal."' — [Fourteenth  Ann.  Report.] 

'  Such  unhappily  is  the  case  ;  but  there  is  a  necessity  for  it,  [for  oppressive 
laws,]  and  so  long  as  they  remain  among  us  will  that  necessity  continue.' — 
[Ninth  Annual  Report.] 

'  ]\luch  as  we  lament  the  reasons  for  this  sentiment,  and  the  apparent  neces- 
sity of  keeping  a  single  fellow  creature  in  ignorance,  we  willingly  leave  to  others 
the  consideration  and  the  remedy  of  this  evil,  in  vievvof  the  overwhelming  mag- 
nitude of  the  remaining  objects  before  us.' — [Address  of  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  African  Education  Society  of  the  United  States.] 

'  Thousands  are  connected  with  the  system  of  slavery  from  necessity,  and  not 
from  choice.'  .  .  .  '  The  vast  majority  of  those  who  would  emancipate,  we 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  are  deterred  from  it  by  a  patriotism  and  a 
PHILANTHROPY,  which  look  beyond  the  bounds  of  their  particular  district,  and 
beyond  the  ostensible  quality  of  the  mere  ab.stract  act.' — [North  .American  Re- 
view, July,  1832.] 

5 


34 

and  missionaries  in  Liberia  !  *  Truly  has  it  been  said,  that 
the  project  of  evangelizing  a  heathenish  country,  by  sending  to 
it  an  ilhterate,  degraded  and  irrehgious  population,  for  absurdity 
and  inaptitude,  stands,  and  must  forever  stand,  without  a  paral- 
lel :•  of  all  the  offspring  of  prejudice  and  oppression,  it  is  the 
most  shapeless  and  unnatural.    Men,  who  are  intellectually  and 

'  Whiit  but  sorrow  can  we  feel  at  the  misgtdded  pety  which  has  set  free  so 
many  of  them  by  death-bed  devise  or  sudden  conviclion  of  injustice?  Better, 
far  better,  for  us,  had  they  been  kept  in  bondage,  where  the  opportunity,  the 
inducements,  the  necessity  of  vice  would  not  have  been  so  great.  Deplorable 
necessitif,  indeed,  to  one  borne  down  with  the  consciousness  of  the  violence  we 
have  done.  Yet  I  am  ciear  that,  whether  we  consider  it  with  reference  to  the 
welfare  of  the  State,  or  the  happiness  of  the  blacks,  it  were  better  to  have  left 
them  in  chains,  than  to  have  liberated  them  to  receive  such  freedom  as  they  en- 
joy, and  greater  freedom  we  cannot,  must  not  allow  them.' — [African  Reposito- 
ry, vol.  iii.  p.  197.] 

'  They  leave  a  country  in  which  though  born  and  reared,  they  are  strangers 
and  aliens  ;  where  severe  necessity  places  them  in  a  class  of  degraded  beings.' 
—[Idem,  vol.  v.  p.  238.] 

'  Our  great  and  good  men  purposed  it  primarily  as  a  system  of  relief  for  two 
millions  of  fellow  men  iu  our  own  country — a  population  dangerous  to  ourselves 
and  neeessarily  degraded  here.' — [Idem,  vol.  vi.  p.  2fl5.] 

'  Slavery  is  a  system  for  the  existence  of  which,  a  single  moment,  no  plea  can 
be  valid  but  the  plea  oC  necessiti/.'' — [Letter  of  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  vide  Hudson 
(Ohio)  Observer  &  Telegraph,  December  20,  1832  ] 

•  It  is  a  well-established  point,  that  the  public  safety  forbids  either  the  eman- 
cipation or  the  general  instruction  of  the  slaves.' — [Seventh  Annual  Report.] 

'  The  managers  could,  with  no  propriety,  depart  from  their  original  and  avow- 
ed purpose,  and  make  emancipation  their  object.  And  they  would  further  say, 
that  if  they  were  not  thus  restrained  by  the  terms  of  their  association,  they  would 
still  consider  any  attempts  to  promote  the  increase  of  the  free  colored  population 
by  manumission,  unnecessary,  premature  and  dangerous.^ — [Af.  Rep.  vo}. 
ii.  p.  58.] 

'To  SET  THEM  LOOSE  AMONG  US  WOULD  BE  AN  EV^IL  MORE  INTOL- 
ERABLE THAN  SLAVERY  iTSELi'.  It  vvould  make  our  situation  insecure  and 
dangerous.' — [Report  of  the  Kentucky  Col.  Sec. — Idem,  vol.  vi.  p.  81.] 

'  Policy,  and  even  the  voice  of  humanity  forbade  the  progress  of  manumis- 
sion ;  and  the  salutary  hand  of  law  came  forward  to  co-operate  with  our  convic- 
tions, and  to  arrest  the  flow  of  our  feelings,  and  the  ardor  of  our  desires.' — [Re- 
view of  the  Report  of  the  Com.  of  Foreign  Relations. — African  Repository,  vol. 
iv.  p.  268.] 

'  Many  thousand  individuals  in  our  native  State,  you  well  know,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, are  restrained,  said  Mr.  Mercer,  from  manumitting  their  slaves,  as  you  and 
I  are,  by  the  melancholy  conviction,  that  they  cannot  yield  to  the  suggestions  of 
humanity,  without  manifest  injury  to  their  country.'  *  *  *  « The  laws  of 
Virginia  now  discourage,  and  very  wisely,  perhaps,  the  emancipation  of  slaves.' 
— [Speech  of  3Ir.  Mercer. — First  Annual  Report.] 

'  There  are  men  in  the  southern  states,  who  long  to  do  something  effectual  for 
the  benefit  of  their  slaves,  and  would  gladly  emancipate  them,  did  not  prudence 
and  compassion  alike  forbid  such  a  measure.' — [Review  of  the  Reports  of  the 
Society  from  the  Christian  Spectator. — Seventh  Annual  P^eport.] 


*' Evert  emigrant  to  Africa  is  a  MISSIONAKY,  carrying  with  him  credentials  in  the 
holy  cause  of  civilization,  religion,  and  fiee  institutions' !  !  !— [Speech  of  Mr.  Clay — Tenth  An- 
nual Report."' 
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morally  blind,  are  violently  removed  from  light  effalgd.  i^Ao 
thick  darkness,  in  order  that  they  may  obtain  light  themselv-\ 
and  diffuse  light  among  others  !  Ignorance  is  sent  to  instruct\ 
ignorance,  ungodliness  to  exhort  ungodliness,  vice  to  stop  the 
progress  of  vice,  and  depravity  to  reform  depravity  !  All  that 
is  abhorrent  to  our  moral  sense,  or  dangerous  to  our  quietude,  or 
villanous  in  human  nature,  we  benevolently  disgorge  upon  Africa 
for  her  temporal  and  eternal  welfare  !  ('i)  We  propose  to  build 
upon  her  shores,  for  her  glory  and  defence,  colonies  framed  of 
materials  which  we  discard  as  worthless  for  our  own  use,  and 
which  possess  no  fitness  or  durability  !  Admirable  consistency  ! 
surprising  wisdom  !  unexampled  benevolence  ! 

'  We  do  not  ask  that  the  provisions  of  our  Constitution  and  statute  book  should 
be  so  modified  as  to  relieve  and  exalt  the  condition  of  the  colored  people,  whilst 
they  remain  with  us.  LET  THESE  PROVISIONS  STAND  IN  ALL  THEIR 
RIGOR,  to  work  out  the  ultimate  and  unbounded  good  of  this  people.  Per- 
suaded that  their  condition  here  is  not  susceptible  of  a  radical  and  permanent 
improvement,  we  would  deprecate  any  legislation  that  should  encourage  the  vain 
and  injurious  hope  of  it.' — [Memorial  of  the  New-York  State  Col.  Society.] 

(11)  '  Free  blacks  are  a  greater  nuisance  than  even  slaves  themselves.' — [Af. 
Repository,  vol.  ii.  p.  328.] 

'  Although  there  are  individual  exceptions  distinguished  by  high  moral  and  in- 
tellectual worth,  yet  the  free  blacks  in  our  country  are,  as  a  body,  more  vicious 
and  degraded  than  any  other  which  our  population  embraces.'  *  *  *  '  There 
is  not  a  State  in  the  Union  not  at  this  moment  groaning  under  the  evil  of  this 
class  of  persons,  a  curse  and  a  contagion  wherever  they  reside.' — [Idem,  vol.  iii. 
pp.  24,  203.] 

'  Mr.  Mercer  adverted  to  the  situation  of  his  native  State,  and  the  condition  of 
the  free  black  population  existing  there,  whom  he  described  as  a  horde  of  mise- 
rable people — the  otjects  of  universal  suspicion  ;  subsisting  by  plunder.' 
— [Idem,  vol.  iv.  p.  363.] 

'  Of  all  the  descriptions  of  our  population,  and  of  either  portion  of  the  African 
race,  the  free  people  of  color  aie  by  far,  as  a  class,  the  most  corrupt,  de- 
praved, AND  ABANDONED.'  .  .  .  .  '  They  have  no  home,  no  country,  no 
kindred,  no  friends.  '  They  are  lazy  and  indolent,  because  they  have  no  motives 
to  prompt  them  to  be  industrious.  They  are  in  general  destitute  of  principle, 
because  they  have  nothing  to  stimulate  them  to  honorable  and  praise-worthy 
conduct." — [Idem,  vol.  vi.  pp.  12,  228.] 

'  The  existence,  within  the  very  bosom  of  our  country,  of  an  anomalous  race 
of  beings,  the  most  debased  upon  earth,  who  neither  enjoy  the  bless- 
ings of  freedom,  nor  are  yet  in  the  bonds  of  slavery,  is  a  great  national  evil, 
which  every  friend  of  his  country  most  deeply  deplores.' — [Idem,  vol.  vii.  p.  230.] 

'  The  class  we  first  seek  to  remove,  are  neither  freemen  nor  slaves  ;  but  be- 
tween both,  and  more  miserable  than  either.'  *  -  -  '  Leaving  slavery  and 
its  subjects  for  the  moment  entirely  out  of  view,  there  are  in  the  United  States 
238,000  blacks  denominated  free,  but  whose  freedom  confers  on  them,  we  might 
say,  no  privilege  but  the  privilege  of  being  more  vicious  and  miserable  than 
slaves  can  be.' — ;[App.  Seventh  Annual  Report.] 

'  Of  all  classes  of  our  population,  the  most  vicious  is  that  of  the  free  colored. 
It  is  the  inevitable  result  of  their  moral,  political,  and  civil  degradation.  Con- 
taminated themselves,  they  extend  their -vices  to  all  around  them,  to  the  slaves 
and  to  the  whites.' — [Tenth  Annual  Report.] 


because  it  is  held  in  abhorrence  by  the  Tree  people  of 
pjlor,  wherever  they  possess  the  liberty  of  speech  and  the  means 
of  intelligence,  as  a  scheme  full  of  evil  to  themselves  and  to  their 
enslaved  brethren  ;  and  to  expect  a  change  in  their  sentiments, 
after  so  long  a  time  and  the  reiterated  public  expressions  of  their 
undying  hostility,  is  gross  fatuity.  (^~) 

(12)      RESOLUTIONS     PASSED    BY    THE    COLORED    INHABITANTS    OF    PHI- 
LADELPHIA. 

Resolved,  That  we  view  with  deep  abhorrence  the  unmerited  stigma  attempt- 
ed to  be  cast  upon  tlie  reputation  of  the  free  people  of  color,  by  the  promoters  of 
this  measure,  '  that  they  are  a  dangerous  and  useless  part  of  the  community,' 
when  in  the  state  of  disfranchisement  in  which  they  live,  in  the  hour  of  danger 
they  ceased  to  remember  their  wrongs,  and  rallied  around  the  standard  of  their 
country. 

Resolved,  That  we  never  will  separate  ourselves  voluntarily  from  the  slave 
population  in  this  country  ;  they  are  our  brethren  by  the  ties  of  consanguinity, 
of  suffering,  and  of  wiong  ;  and  we  feel  that  there  is  more  virtue  in  suffering 
privations  with  them,  than  fancied  advantages  for  a  season. 

BY    THE    COLORED    INHABITANTS    OF    NEW-YORK. 

Resolved,  That  wo  view  the  resolution  calling  on  the  worshippers  of  Christ  to 
assist  in  the  unholy  crusade  against  the  colored  population  of  this  country,  as  to- 
tally at  variance  with  true  Christian  principles. 

Resolved,  That  we  claim  this  country,  the  place  of  our  birth,  and  not  Africa, 
as  our  mother  country,  and  all  attempts  to  send  us  to  Africa  we  consider  as  gra- 
tuitous and  uncalled  for. 

BY    THE    COLORED    INHABITANTS    OF    BOSTON. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  look  upon  the  American  Colonization  Society  as 
a  clamorous,  abusive  and  peace-disturbing  combination. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  look  upon  the  conduct  of  those  clergymen,  who 
have  filled  the  ears  of  their  respective  congregations  with  the  absurd  idea  of  the 
necessity  of  removing  the  free  colored  people  from  the  United  States,  as  highly 
deserving  the  just  reprehension  directed  to  the  false  prophets  and  priests,  by  Je- 
remiah the  true  prophet,  as  recorded  in  the  2;Jd  chapter  of  his  prophecy. 

BY    THE    COLORED    INHABITANTS    OF    BALTIMORE. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  belief  of  this  meeting,  that  the  American  Colonization 
Society  is  founded  more  in  a  selfish  policy,  than  in  the  true  principles  of  benev- 
olence : — and,  therefore,  so  far  as  it  regards  the  life-giving  spring  of  its  opera- 
tions, is  not  entitled  to  our  confidence,  but  should  be  viewed  by  ua  with  all  that 
caution  and  distrust  which  our  happiness  demands. 

BY    THE    COLORED    INHABITANTS    OF    WASHINGTON,   D.  C. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  view  with  distrust  the  eflorts  made  by  the  Colo- 
nization Society  to  cause  the  free  people  of  color  of  these  United  States  to  emi- 
grate to  Liberia  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  or  elsewhere. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  declared  opinion  of  the  members  of  this  meeting,  that 
the  soil  which  gave  them  birth  is  their  only  true  and  veritable  home,  and  that  it 
would  be  impolitic,  unwise  and  improper  for  them  to  leave  their  home  without 
the  benefits  of  education. 

BY  THE  COLORED  INHABITANTS  OF  BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  call  of  this  meeting  be  approved  of;  and 
that  the  colored  citizens  of  this  village  have,  with  friendly  feelings,  taken  into 
consideration  the  objects  of  the   American   Colonization    Society,  together  with 


37 

Finally,  abolitionists  oppose  the  Colonization  Society,  be- 
cause it  neither  calls  for  any  change  of  conduct  toimrd  the  people 
of  color,  on  the  part  of  the  natio'ii,  nor  has  in  itself  any 
PRINCIPLE  OF  REFORM.  It  confesses  to  be  actuated  and  gov- 
erned by  strong,  vindictive  prejudices — '  prejudices,  which 
neither  refinement,  nor  argument,  nor  education,  nor  religion  it- 
self can  overcome  ' — prejudices  '  which  are  fixed   beyond   the 

all  its  auxiliary  movements,  preparatory  for  our  removal  to  the  coast  of  Africa  ; 
and  we  view  thetn  as  wholly  gratuitous,  not  calied  for  by  us,  and  not  essential  to 
the  real  welfare  of  our  race. 

BY    THE    COLORED    INHABITANTS    OF    HARTFORD,    CT. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion yociety  is  actuated  by  the  same  motives  which  influenced  the  mind  of  Pha- 
raoh, when  he  ordered  the  male  children  of  the  Israelites  to  be  destroyed. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  belief  of  this  meeting,  that  the  Society  is  the  greatest 
foe  to  the  free  colored  and  slave  population  with  whom  liberty  and  equality  have 
to  contend. 

Resolved,  That,  in  our  belief,  we  have  committed  no  crime  worthy  of  ban- 
ishment, and  that  we  will  resist,  even  unto  death,  all  the  attempts  of  the  Coloni- 
zation Society  to   banish  us  from  this  our  native  land. 

BY   THE    COLORED    INHABITANTS   OF    MIDDLETOWN,   CT. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  our  brethren  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  meet  our 
entire  approbation  :  they  breathe  our  sentiments  in  full,  and  may  our  voices  cheer- 
fully accord  with  them  in  protesting  against  leaving  this  our  native  soil. 

BY    THE    COLORED    INHABITANTS    OF    NEW-HAV'EN,   CT. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  resist  all  attempts  made  for  our  removal  to  the  torrid 
shores  of  Africa,  and  will  sooner  suffer  every  drop  of  blood  to  be  taken  from  our 
veins  than  submit  to  such  unrighteous  treatment. 

Resolved,  That  we  consider  the  American  Colonization  Society  founded  on 
principles  that  no  Afric-American,  unless  very  weak  in  mind,  will  follow  ;  and 
any  man  who  will  be  persuaded  to  leave  his  own  country  and  go  to  Africa,  as 
an  enemy  to  his  country  and  a  traitor  to  his  brethren. 

BY   THE   COLORED    INHABITANTS   OF    COLUMBIA,   PA. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  our  firm  belief,  that  the  Colonization  Society  is  replete 
with  infinite  mischief,  and  that  we  view  all  the  arguments  of  its  advocates  as 
mere  sophistry,  not  worthy  our  notice  as  freemen. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  not  be  duped  out  of  our  rights  as  freemen,  by  coloni- 
zationists,  nor  by  any  other  combination  of  men.  All  the  encomiums  pronounc- 
ed upon  Liberia  can  never  form  the  least  temptation  to  induce  us  to  leave  our 
native  soil,  to  emigrate  to  a  strange  land. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  decided  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  African  coloni- 
zation is  a  scheme  of  southern  policy,  a  wicked  device  of  slaveholders  who  arc 
desirous  of  riveting  more  firmly,  and  perpetuating  more  certainly,  the  fetters  of 
slavery  ;  who  are  only  anxious  to  rid  themselves  of  a  population  whose  presence, 
influence  and  example  have  a  tendency  (as  they  suppose)  to  produce  diseonteut 
among  the  slaves,  and  to  furnish  them  with  incitements  to  rebellion. 

BY  THE  COLORED  INHABITANTS  OF  NANTUCKET. 

Resolved,  That  the  call  of  this  meeting  be  approved  of,  and  that  the  colored 
citizens  of  this  town  have  with  friendly  feelings  taken  into  consideration  the  ob- 
jects of  the  Colonization  Society,  together  with  its  movements  preparatory  for 
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control  of  any  human  power,'  which  spring  '  from  an  ordination 
of  Providence,'  and  which  are  '  no  more  to  be  changed  than  the 
laws  of  Natm'e.'  But  benevolence  and  prejudice  do  not  run  in 
the  same  channel — they  are  opposed  to  each  other.  Hence  the 
Society  is  not  a  benevolent  institution,  according  to  its  own  con- 
fessions ;  and,  therefore,  does  not  deserve  the  confidence  or 
patronage  of  benevolent  men. 

our  removal  to  the  coast  of  Africa  ;  and  we  view  them  as  wholly  gratuitous,  not 
called  for  by  us,  and  in  no  way  essential  to  the  welfare  of  our  race  ;  and  we  be- 
lieve that  our  condition  can  be  best  improved  in  this  our  own  country  and  native 
soil,  the  United  States  of  America. 

Resolved,  That  there  is  no  philanthropy  towards  the  people  of  color  in  the 
colonization  plan,  but  that  it  is  got  up  to  delude  us  away  from  our  country  and 
home  into  a  country  of  sickness  and  death. 

BY   THE    COLORED    INHABITANTS   OF    PITTSBURG,   PA. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  decided  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  African  coloni- 
zation is  a  scheme  to  drain  the  better  informed  part  of  the  colored  people  out  of 
these  United  States,  so  that  the  chain  of  slavery  may  be  riveted  more  tightly  ; 
but  we  are  determined  not  to  be  cheated  out  of  our  rights  by  the  colonization 
men,  or  any  other  set  of  intriguers. 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  colored  people  of  Pittsburgh  and  citizens  of  these  Uni- 
ted States,  view  the  country  in  which  we  live  as  our  only  true  and  proper  home. 
We  are  just  as  much  natives  here  as  the  members  of  the  Colonization  Society. 
Here  we  were  born — here  bred — here  are  our  earliest  and  most  pleasant  associa- 
tions— here  is  all  that  binds  man  to  earth,  and  makes  life  valuable.  And  we  do 
consider  every  colored  man  who  allows  himself  to  be  colonized  in  Africa,  or  else- 
where, a  traitor  to  our  cause. 

BY   THE    COLORED    INHABITANTS    OF    WILMINGTON,    DEL. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  view  with  deep  regret  the  attempt  now  making 
to  colonize  the  free  people  of  color  on  the  western  coast  of  Africa  ;  believing  as 
we  do  that  it  is  inimical  to  the  best  interests  of  the  people  of  color,  and  at  va- 
riance with  the  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  wholly  incompatible 
with  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  and  Declaration  of  Independence  of  these  Uni- 
ted States. 

Resolved,  That  we  disclaim  all  connexion  with  Africa  ;  and  although  the 
descendants  of  that  much  afl^icted  country,  we  cannot  consent  to  remove  to  any 
tropical  climate,  and  tlius  aid  in  a  design  having  for  its  object  the  total  extirpation 
of  our  race  from  this  country,  professions  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

BY   THE    COLORED   INHABITANTS   OF   HARRISBURG,   PA. 

Resolved,  That  we  reject  the  inhuman  and  unchristian  measures  taken  by  the 
Colonization  Society,  for  the  illumination  of  the  colored  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  their  appropriate  home,  in  a  land  of  sickness,  affliction  and  death,  when 
they  are  not  willing,  with  few  exceptions,  to  give  us  a  christian  education  while 
among  them. 

Resolved,  That  this  meeting  look  upon  the  Colonization  Society  as  a  vicious, 
nefarious  and  peace-disturbing  combination,  and  that  its  leaders  might  as  well 
essay  to  cure  a  wound  with  an  argument,  or  set  a  dislocated  bone  by  a  lecture  on 
logic,  as  to  tell  us  their  object  is  to  belter  our  condition. 

BY    THE    COLORED    INHABITANTS    OF    ROCHESTER,   N.  Y. 

Resolved,  That  we  never  will  remove  to  Africa  ;  but  should  any  of  our  breth- 
ren wish  to  emigrate,  we  would  recommend  Canada  as  a  country  far  more  con- 
genial to  our  constitutions. 
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To  prove  the  truth  of  the    last  allegation,   it   is  only  neces" 
sary  to  remember  that  the  reason  which  is  given  by  the  Society 
for  expatriating  the  colored  population  is, — the  wickedness  of  the 
people — the  determination,  on  their  part,  never  to   cease  from 
persecuting  those  whom  they  have  so  long  abused,  degraded  and 
enslaved.     Yet  the  Society  boasts  that  it  receives   the  support 
of  a  great  majority  of  the  nation — that  it  is  cherished  by  all  re- 
ligious denominations — and  that  it  is  hailed  emphatically  by  '  the 
voice  of  the  people.'     If  this  be  so, — if  the  friends  of  the  Society 
constitute  an  overwhelming  majority  in  this  country,   and  they 
are  actuated  by  true   philanthropy, — if  it  is   opposed   only    by 
'  a  few  ivild   fanatics,'  otherwise    named    abolitionists,    (who, 
certainly,  are  ready  to  give  the  people  of  color  equal  rights  and 
privileges,) — and  if,  nevertheless,  nothing  but  colonization  can 

BY  THf;  COLORED  IXHABITANTS  OF  PROVIDENCE,  R.  I. 

Resolved,  That  we  view,  with  unfeigned  astonishment,  the  anti-christinn  and 
inconsistent  conduct  of  those  who  so  strenuously  advocate  our  removal  from  this 
our  native  country  to  the  burning  shores  of  Liberia,  and  v/ho  with  the  same  breath 
contend  against  tlie  cruelty  and  injustice  of  Georgia  in  her  attempt  to  remove  the 
Cherokee  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  not  leave  our  homes,  nor  the  graves  of  our  fathers, 
anti  this  boasted  land  of  liberty  and  christian  philanthropy. 

BY    THE    COLORED    INHABITAflTS    OF    TRENTON,    N.   J. 

Resolved,  Whereas  we  have  lived  peaceably  and  quietly  in  these  United 
States,  of  which  we  are  natives,  and  have  never  been  the  cause  of  any  insurrec- 
tionary or  tumultuous  movements  as  a  body,  that  we  do  view  every  measure 
taken  by  anv  associated  bodies  to  remove  us  to  other  climes,  anti-christian  and 
hostile  to  our  peace,  and  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  humanity. 

Resolved,  That  we  view  the  American  Colonization  Society  as  the  most  inve- 
terate foe  both  to  the  free  and  slave  man  of  color. 

BY    THE    COLORED    INHABITANTS   OF    LYME,    CT. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sincere  opinion  of  this  meeting,  that  the  American 
Colonization  Society  is  one  of  the  wildest  projects  ever  patronised  by  a  body  of 
enlightened  men  ;  and  further,  that  many  of  those  who  support  it  would  be  will- 
ing, if  it  were  in  their  power  to  drive  us  out  of  existence. 

Resolved,  That  though  we  be  last  in  calling  a  meeting,  we  feel  no  less  the 
pernicious  influence  of  this  Society  than  the  rest  of  our  brethren  ;  and  that  we 
will  resist  every  attempt  to  banish  us  from  this  our  native  land. 

BY   THE    COLORED   INHABITANTS   OF    LEWISTOWN,   PA. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  not  leave  these  United  States,  the  land  of  our  birth, 
for  a  home  in  Africa. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  strenuously  oppose  the  colonizing  of  the  free  people 
of  color  in  Liberia. 

BY   THE   COLORED    INHABITANTS    OF    NEW-BEDFORD. 

Resolved,  That  in  whatever  light  we  view  the  Colonization  Society,  we  dis- 
cover nothing  in  it  but  terror,  prejudice  and  oppression  ;  that  the  warm  and  be- 
neficent hand  of  philanthropy  is  not  apparent  in  the  system,  but  the  influence  of 
the  Society  on  public  opinion  is  more  prejudicial  to  the  interest  and  welfare  of 
the  people  of  color  in  the  United  States,  than  slavery  itself. 
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save  the  colored  population  from  persecution  and  servitude, — is 
it  not  evident  that  nothing  is  wanting  to  render  unnecessary  this 
disgraceful  expulsion,  but  that  the  supporters  of  the  scheme 
should  abandon  their  prejudices,  clothe  themselves  with  humility, 
and  be  christians  and  republicans  indeed  ?  It  is  undeniable  that 
the  popularity  of  the  Society  is  immense  ;  but  if  it  be  a  benevo- 
lent institution,  and  exercise  a  wide  and  powerful  moral  influ- 
ence, and  is  thus  popular,  how  does  it  happen  that  no  change, 
but  for  the  worse,  has  taken  place  in  the  legal  condition  of  the 
people  of  color,  or  in  public  sentiment  ?  Has  one  prejudice 
been  eradicated  by  its  operations  ?  Has  it  commended  itself  to 
the  gratitude  and  confidence  of  the  objects  of  its  benevolence,  as 
the  Howard  Benevolent  Society  has  done  to  the  recipients  of 
its  bounty  ?  Are  not  all  who  are  hostile  to  our  free  colored 
population,  in  favor  of  their  banishment  ?  Is  not  the  design  of 
the  Society  universally  agreeable  to  the  proud,  the  vulgar,  the 
insolent,  the  scornful  ?  Who,  but  its  supporters,  descant  upon 
the  prejudices  which  exist  against  the  blacks  ?  who,  but  them- 
selves, acknowledge  that  they  are  swayed  by  those  prejudices — 
powerfully  and  unalterably  ? 

Br   THE    NATIONAL    COLORED    CONVENTION    HELU    IN    PIII LABELPHIA,    IN    1831. 

'  The  Convention  has  not  been  unmindful  of  tho  operations  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society  ;  and  it  would  respectfully  suggest  to  that  august  body  of 
learning,  talent  and  worth,  that,  in  our  humble  opinion,  strengthened,  too,  by 
the  opinions  of  eminent  men  in  this  country,  as  well  as  in  Europe,  that  they  are 
pursuing  the  direct  road  to  perpetuate  slavery,  with  all  its  unchristianlike  con- 
comitants, in  this  boasted  land  of  freedom  ;  and,  as  citizens  and  men  whose  best 
blood  is  sapped  to  gain  popularity  for  that  institution,  we  would,  in  the  most 
feeling  manner,  beg  of  them  to  desist  :  or,  if  we  must  be  sacrificed  to  their  phi- 
lanthrop)',  we  would  rather  die  at  home.  Many  of  our  fathers,  and  some  of  us, 
have  fought  and  bled  for  the  liberty,  independence  and  peace  which  you  now 
enjoy  ;  and,  surely,  it  would  be  ungenerous  and  unfeeling  in  you  to  deny  us  a 
humble  and  quiet  grave  in  that  country  which  gave  us  birth.' 

BY    THE    SAME    CONVENTION,    IN    1832. 

Resolved,  That  we  still  solemnly  and  sincerely  protest  against  any  interfer- 
ence, on  the  part  of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  with  the  free  colored 
population  in  these  United  States,  so  long  as  they  shall  countenance  or  endeavor 
to  use  coercive  measures,  (either  directly  or  indirectly.)  to  colonize  us  in  any 
place  which  is  not  the  object  of  our  choice.  And  we  ask  them  respectfully,  as 
men  and  as  Christians,  to  cease  their  unhallowed  persecutions,  of  a  people  alrea- 
dy sufficiently  oppressed,  or  if,  as  the}'  profess,  they  have  our  welfare  and  pros- 
perity at  heart,  to  assist  us  in  the  object  of  our  choice. 

We  might  here  repeat  our  protest  against  that  institution,  but  it  is  unnecessary. 
Our  views  and  sentiments  have  long  since  gone  to  the  world — tho  wings  of  the 
wind  have  borne  our  disapprobation  to  that  institution.  Time  itself  cannot 
erase  it.  We  have  dated  ouv  opposition  from  its  beginning,  and  our  views  are 
strengthened  by  time  and  circumstances,  and  they  hold  the  upppormost  seat  in  our 
affections.  ' 
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The  American  Colonization  Society,  even  alloiving  it  to  be  a 
henevohnt  body,  has  undertaken  to  accomplish  a  physi- 
cal IMPOSSIBILITY — namely,  the  removal  of  the  entire  colored 
population  of  this  country  to  Africa.  It  has  been  sixteen  years 
in  operation  ;  and  with  all  its  immense  resources  and  its  exceed- 
ing popularity,  it  has  carried  oft',  during  that  long  period,  onlij 
the  increase  of  a  single  fortnight  !  More  blacks  are  born  every 
day,  than  it  has  removed  annually  since  its  organization  !  The 
slave  population  has  increased  more  than  half  a  million,  and 
been  reduced  less  than  five  hundred  by  the  Society,  since 
the  year  1816  !  When  the  Alleghany  mountains  can  be  cast 
into  the  sea  by  separate  particles  ;  or  the  sun  extinguished  by 
drops  of  water  ;  or  the  ocean  dried  up  by  a  sun-beam  ;  or  the 
ravages  of  the  gaunt  King  of  Terrors  permanently  arrested  by 
the  cure  of  a  sick  patient  ; — then,  and  not  till  then,  can  the 
American  Colonization  Society  succeed  in  carrying  to  Africa 
the  colored  population  of  the  United  States.  It  has  been  weigh- 
ed in  the  balance,  and  found  wanting  ;  and  its  fall  is  destined  to 
be  like  that  of  Babylon  the  great. 

In  view  of  the  events  of  the  past  year,  the  Managers  congrat- 
ulate the  real  friends  of  the  colored  race,  both  bond  and  free. 
One  year  since,  the  New-England  Anti- Slavery  Society  com- 
menced its  operations,  under  very  discouraging  circumstances. 
Its  members  were  few — its  means,  trifling.  It  has  rapidly  risen 
to  a  commanding  rank,  and  is  attracting  general  attention  in 
this  country.  The  fame  of  its  principles  neither  the  winds  nor 
the  waves  of  the  Atlantic  could  drown — it  has  gone  over  to  Eng- 
land, and  given  a  strong  impulse  to  the  cause  of  abolition  in  that 
country.  It  has  brought  back  the  response  from  that  distin- 
guished philanthropist,  James  Cropper  of  Liverpool — '  I  did 
indeed  feel  it  as  a  cordial  to  my  heart  to  see  a  Society  estab- 
lished within  the  United  States,  advocating  the  immediate  and 
entire  abolition  of  slavery.' 

The  pecuniary  ability  of  the   Society  has  been  small.*     A 
large  amount  of  funds    is  not  easily  accumulated  for  any  moral 

*  Among  the  donations  which  have  been  made  to  the  Society,  the  Managers 
would  gratefully  acknowledge  the  follwing  .--Two  hundred  and  Fifty  dol- 
lars (one  hundred  dollars  of  this  aam  to  be  aporopriated  to  the  Manual  Labor 
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enterprise  in  its  infancy.  Yet,  with  feeble  means,  the"  Society 
has  produced  great  results.  It  has  constantly  employed  its  pre- 
siding officer  as  an  Agent,  for  the  past  six  months,  to  go  forth 
to  the  people,  and  urge  its  claims  upon  their  charities  and  con- 
fidence. His  labors,  it  is  believed,  have  been  extensively  use- 
ful. The  Managers  bear  honorable  testimony  to  his  zeal,  faith- 
fulness and  ability.  Other  Agents  have  been  successfully  em- 
ployed for  a  shorter  period.  Five  thousand  copies  of  the 
Constitution  and  Address  of  the  Society  have  been  printed  for 
gratuitous  distribution.  A  liberal  purchase  has  been  made  of 
Mr.  Garrison's  '  Thoughts  on  African  Colonization,'  for  a  sim- 
ilar purpose.  The  Society  has  effected  the  emancipation  of  a 
young  slave  boy  in  this  city,  by  a  suit  at  law.*  It  is  now  making 
strenuous  exertions  for  the  establishment  of  a  Manual  Labor 
School,  for  the  education  of  Colored  Youth,  and  will  probably 
attain  its  object.  It  has  effected  the  conversion  of  a  mul- 
titude of  minds  to  the  doctrine  of  immediate  abolition,  and  given 
a  wide  and  salutary  check  to  the  progress  of  the  Colonization 
Society.  It  has  done  more  to  make  slavery  a  subject  of  na- 
tional investigation,  to  excite  discussion,  and  to  maintain  the 
freedom  of  speech  on  a  hitherto  prohibited  theme,  than  all 
other  societies  now  in  operation.  It  has  been  eminently  ser- 
viceable in  encouraging  the  free  colored  population,  in  various 
places,  to  go  forward  in  paths  of  improvement,  and  organize 
themselves  into  moral  and  benevolent  associations.  It  has  com- 
menced a  monthly  periodical,  with  the  expressive  title  of  '  The 
Abolitionist,'  for  the  purpose  of  vindicating  its  principles,  and 
promoting  the  various  objects  which  it  has  in  view.  It  is  now 
laying  the  axe  at  the  root  of  the  tree  of  slavery  in  this  country  ; 
and  though  some  may  stand  afar  off'  and  mock,  and  close  their 
ears  to  the  sound  of  its  blows,  and  demand  evidence  of  its  effi- 
ciency, seeing  the  tree  has  not  yet  fallen  ;  yet  in  due  time  this 
Bohon  Upas  shall  be  prostrated,  as  it  were  in  the  twinkling  of 
an  eye,  and  consumed  to  ashes. 

School  Fund)  from  John  Kenrick,  Esq.  of  Newton,  Mass.  ;  Fifty  Dollars 
(including  fifteen  dollars  to  constitute  him  a  life  menibei)  from  Mr.  Ebenezer 
Dole,  of  Hallovvcll,  Me.  ;  Fifty  Dollars  from  Mrs.  Sarah  II.  Winslow, 
and  Fifteen  Dollars  from  Mrs.  C.  Winslow,  both  of  Portland,  Me. 

*  Appendix  B. 
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An  Auxiliary  Society  has  been  formed  in  the  Theological  Sem- 
inary at  Andover.  A  society,  based  upon  the  same  principles, 
has  also  been  formed  in  Hudson  College,  Ohio,  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  President  and  Professors  ;  and  also  a  kindred  asso- 
ciation in  Lynn,  Massachusetts.  Other  societies,  it  is  expected, 
will  be  speedily  organized  in  Portland,  Providence,  Bath,  Hal- 
lovvell,  New-Haven,  and  other  places.  The  light  which  has 
burst  forth  so  auspiciously  in  the  West,  is  the  harbinger  of  a 
mighty  victory. 

In  closing  their  Report,  tbe  Managers  would  earnestly  and 
feelingly  conjure  abolitionists  in  this  country  to  maintain  their 
ground,  firmly  and  confidently.  The  controversy  is  not,  in  fact, 
between  them  and  the  oppressors  of  their  fellow  men,  but  be- 
tween these  oppressors  and  Jehovah.  Their  cause  is  based 
upon  the  immutable  principles  of  justice  and  righteousness.  Tt 
must  prevail.  Let  full  reliance  be  placed  upon  the  promises  of 
Him  who  has  said  that  he  will  maintain  the  cause  of  the  afflicted 
and  the  right  of  the  poor  ;  let  every  thing  be  done  that  may  and 
should  be  done  ;  let  the  heart  be  inspired  but  by  one  principle 
— love  to  God  and  love  to  man ;  let  abolition  societies  be  es- 
tablished in  every  town  and  village  in  the  free  states  ;  and  the 
speedy  emancipation  of  the  slaves  is  sure. 

The  blood  of  the  millions  Avho  have  perished  unredressed  in 
this  guilty  land  ;  the  sufiTerings  and  lamentations  of  the  millions 
who  yet  remain  in  cruel  servitude  ;  the  groans  and  supplications 
of  bleeding  Africa  ;  the  cries  of  the  suffering  victims  in  the  holds 
of  the  slave-ships  now  wafted  upon  the  ocean  ;  the  threatenings 
and  judgments  of  the  God  of  all  flesh  ;  all  demand  the  utter  and 
immediate  annihilation  of  slavery. 

And  let  all  the  jjeople,  from  the  Lakes  to  the  Atlantic,  and 
from  Maine  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  in  one  mighty  burst, 
thunder—'  AMEN,  and  AMEN  !  ' 


APPENDIX. 
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The  Legislature  of   Louisiana  has   enacted   that   whosoever 
shall  make  use  of  language,  in  any  public  discourse,   from  the 
bar,  the  bench,  the  pulpit,  the  stage,  or  in  any  other  place  what- 
soever shall  make  use  of  language,  in  any  private  discourses,  or 
shall  make  use  of  signs  or  actions  having  a  tendency  to  produce 
discontent  among  the  colored  population,  shall   suffer  imprison- 
ment at  hard  labor,  not  less   than    three  years,   nor   more   than 
twenty-one  years,  or  death,  at  the  discretion   of  the   court  !  ^ 
It  has  also  prohibited  the  instruction   of  the   blacks   in   Sabbath 
Schools — $500  penalty  for  the  first  offence— death  for  the  sec- 
ond !  !     The   Legislature  of  Virginia   has   passed  a   bill  which 
subjects  all  free  negroes  who  shall  be  convicted  of  remaining  in 
the  commonwealth  contrary  to  law,  to  the  liability  of  being  sold 
by  the  sheriff.     All  meetings  of  free  negroes,  at  any  school-house 
or  meeting-house,  for  teaching  them  reading  or  writing,  are  de- 
clared an  unlawful  assembly  ;  and  it  is  made   the    duty   of  any 
justice  of  the  peace  to  issue  his  warrant  to  enter  the  house  where 
such  unlawful  assemblage  is  held,  for  the  purpose  of  apprehend- 
ing or  dispersing  such  free  negroes.     A  fine  is  to  be  imposed  on 
every  white  person  who  instructs  at  such  meetings.     All  eman- 
cipated slaves,  who  shall  remain  more  than  twelve  months,  con- 
trary to  law,  shall  revert  to  the  executors  as  assets.      Laws  have 
been  passed  in  Georgia  and  North   Carolina,   imposing  a  heavy 
tax  or  imprisonment  on  every   free  person  of  color  who    shall 
come  into  their  ports  in  the  capacity  of  stewards,  cooks,  or  sea- 
men of  any   vessels  belonging  to  the   non-slaveholding    States. 
The  Legislature  of  Tennessee  has  passed  an  act  forbidding  free 
blacks  from  coming  into   the  State  to  remain  more   than  twenty 
days.      The  penalty  is  a  fine  of  from  ten  to  fifty  dollars,  and  con- 
finement in  the  penitentiary  from  one  to  two  years.      Double  the 
highest  penalty  is   to  be  inflicted    after  the   first   offence.     The 
act  also  prohibits  manumission,  without  an  immediate  removal 
from  the  State.     The  last  Legislature  of  Maryland  passed  a  bill, 
by  which  no  free  negro  or  mulatto  is  allowed  to  emigrate  to,  or 
settle  in  the  State,  under  the  penalty   of  fifty  dollars   for   every 
week's  residence  therein  ;  and  if  he  refuse   or  neglect  to  pay 
such  fine,  he  shall  be  committed  to  jail  and  sold  by  the  sheriff 
at  public  sale  ;  and  no  person  shall  employ  or  harbor  him,  under 
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tlie  penalty  of  twenty  dollars  for  ev.ery  day  he  shall  be  so  em- 
ployed, hired  or  harbored  !  It  is  not  lawful  for  any  free  blacks 
to  attend  any  meetings  for  religious  purposes,  unless  conducted 
by  a  ivhiie  licensed  or  ordained  preacher,  or  some  respectable 
whhe  person  duly  authorised  !  All  free  colored  persons  resi- 
ding in  the  State,  are  compelled  to  register  their  names,  ages, 
&c.  &c.  ;  and  if  any  negro  or  mulatto  shall  remove  from  the 
State,  and  remain  without  the  limits  thereof  for  a  space  longer 
than  thirty  consecutive  days,  unless  before  leaving  the  State  he 
deposits  with  the  clerk  of  the  county  in  which  he  resides,  a  writ- 
ten statement  of  his  object  in  doing  so,  and  his  intention  of  return- 
ing again,  or  unless  he  shall  have  been  detained  by  sickness  or 
coercion,  of  ivhich  he  shall  hring  a  certificate,  he  shall  be  regard- 
ed as  a  resident  of  another  State,  and  be  subject,  if  he  return,  to 
the  penalties  imposed  by  the  foregoing  provisions  upon  free  ne* 
groes  and  mulattoes  of  another  State,  migrating  to  Maryland  ! 
It  is  not  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  purchase  of  any  free 
negro  or  mulatto  any  articles,  unless  he  produce  a  certificate  from 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  or  three  respectable  persons  residing  in 
his  neighborhood,  that  he  or  they  have  reason  to  believe,  and  do 
believe,  that  such  free  negro  or  mulatto  came  honestly  and  bona 
fide  into  possession  of  any  such  articles  so  offered  for  sale  ! 

All  the  above  named  Legislatures,  with  one  exception,  have 
passed  resolutions  highly  encomiastic  of  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society  !  !  The  Senate  of  Louisiana  has  adopted  similar 
resolutions  ! 


(  B.  ) 
SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT— Dec.  4,  1832. 

Before  Shaw,   Chief  Justice. 

Case  of  Francisco.  A  habeas  corpus  was  brought  against 
Mrs.  Howard,  a  lady  who  had  resided  in  the  Island  of  Cuba,  in 
order  to  have  the  body  of  Francisco,  a  colored  boy  12  or  14 
years  of  age,  (whom  it  was  alleged  that  the  defendant  intended 
to  carry  to  the  Island  of  Cuba,  and  there  keep  or  sell  as  a  slave,) 
brought  before  the  Court. 

The  defendant,  in  her  return  to  the  habeas  corpus,  stated  in 
writing,  that  the  boy  Francisco  was  her  servant,  that  he  was  free, 
and  that  she  did  not  claim  him  as  a  slave,  and  submitted  herself 
to  such  order  in  the  premises  as  the  Court  might  see  fit  to  make. 

To  contradict  this  return,  several  witnesses  were  produced, 
who  proved  that  Mrs.  Howard  purchased  Francisco  as  a  slave, 
that  she  had  held  him  as  a  slave  at  Havana,  and  had  brought 
him  with  her  from  thence  to  this  country,  that  she  intended  to 
carry  him  back  to  Havana,  and  that  she  had  spoken  of  him  since 
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she  had  been  here,  as  her  slave,  her  property,  &c.,  and  had  ex- 
hibited great  anxiety  lest  he  should  be  taken  away  from  her  while 
in  this  country.  The  evidence  was  strong  to  show  that  Mrs. 
Howard  intended,  or  had  intended  until  this  habeas  corpus  was 
brought,  to  claim  him  as  her  slave  in  Havana,  on  her  return  there. 

On  behalf  of  Mrs.  Howard,  evidence  was  produced  to  prove 
that  the  boy  was  very  much  attached  to  her,  and  she  to  him  ; 
that  she  had  treated  him  with  great  kindness,  and  had  no  design 
to  sell  him  ;  and  that  before  leaving  the  Havana,  she  was  admon- 
ished that  he  would  become "  free  on  being  brought  into  this 
country,  and  that  the  boy  preferred  going  with  her  to  remaining 
here. 

Curtis,  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Howard,  contended,  that  the  court 
ought  not  to  deprive  her  of  the  care  of  a  boy,  whom  she  had 
treated  kindly,  and  who  was  attached  to  her,  and  desirous  of 
going  with  her  ;  that  the  boy  was  free,  and  would  still  continue 
to  be  free,  on  going  to  Havana  ;  that  his  actual  condition  would 
probably  be  better,  if  he  went  with  her,  than  if  he  was  kept  in 
this  country  ;  and  her  counsel  further  stated  that  she  was  per- 
fectly willing  to  have  the  question,  whether  or  not  the  boy  should 
go  with  her,  left  to  his  own  decision.  In  support  of  this  course, 
he  cited  a  case  decided  by  Chancellor  Kent,  and  another  by  the 
Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  matter  of  a 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  directed  to  the  society  of  Shakers,  to  re- 
lieve a  young  person  detained  by  them.  The  counsel  also  de- 
nied the  authority  of  the  court  to  interfere  in  a  case  where  the 
respondent  exercised  no  restraint  over  the  person  of  the  minor, 
and  the  minor  himself  made  no  complaints  of  restraint  or  detain- 
ment, but  remained  with  the  respondent  of  his  own  free  will. 

Sewall,  on  the  other  side,  urged  that  Francisco,  on  being 
brought  into  Massachusetts,  became  free  ;  that  it  was  evidently 
Mrs.  Howard's  intention  to  make  him  a  slave  again,  when  she 
arrived  at  Havana  ;  that  ho  was  entitled  to  the  same  protection 
of  the  court  as  any  other  free  person  in  Massachusetts  ;  and 
that  the  court  ought  to  interfere  to  preserve  him  from  slavery. 
His  affection  for  Mrs.  Howard,  and  his  desire  of  going  with  her, 
were  no  sufficient  reasons  for  sending  him  to  a  place  where  he 
would  inevitably  be  deprived  of  his  freedom.  And  the  counsel 
requested,  that  as  Francisco  was  too  young  to  determine  what 
was  for  his  interest,  the  court  would  appoint  a  guardian  to  act 
for  him  in  the  case. 

Shaw,  C.  J.,  after  examining  Francisco  privately,  and  ascer- 
taining that  it  was  his  desire  to  go  with  Mrs.  Howard,  delivered 
an  opinion,  of  which  the  following  is  a  very  imperfect  sketch. 

The  question  before  the  court  is  one  of  great  importance. 
The  writ  of  habeas  corpus  is  intended  for  the  protection  of  per- 
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sonal  liberty.  If  Mrs.  Howard,  in  her  return  to  the  writ,  had 
claimed  the  boy  as  a  slave,  I  should  have  ordered  him  to  be 
discharged  from  her  custody.  But  it  appears  from  her  return 
to  the  writ,  that  she  does  not  claim  him  as  a  slave.  The  boy, 
by  the  law  of  Massachusetts,  is  in  fact  free  ;  and  Mrs.  Howard 
having,  by  her  return  to  the  writ,  disclaimed  to  hold  him  as  a 
slave,  has  made  a  record  of  his  freedom,  and  cannot  make  him 
a  slave  again  in  the  Island  of  Cuba. 

The  evidence  shows  that  up  to  a  very  recent  period,  she  in- 
tended to  claim  him  as  a  slave  on  carrying  him  back  to  Havana. 
But  after  the  disclaimer  which  she  has  made  in  her  return,  ought 
the  Court  to  interfere  to  prevent  the  boy  from  going  to  Cuba 
with  her,  merely  because  he  will  be  in  more  danger  of  being 
made  a  slave  there,  than  if  he  was  retained  in  this  State  ?  I 
think  not.  I  know  of  no  precedent  of  a  guardian  ad  litem  being 
appointed  in  a  case  of  this  kind.  The  Court  must  act  as  the 
boy's  guardian.  He  appears  to  be  attached  to  Mrs.  Howard, 
and  to  be  desirous  of  going  with  her,  and  I  think  it  is  for  his  in- 
terest to  be  allowed  to  do  so,  if  he  pleases.  He  can  therefore 
go  with  her  or  not  as  he  chooses.  And  all  persons  will  be  pro- 
hibited from  interfering  or  attempting  by  force  to  prevent  him 
from  going  with  her,  if  such  continues  his  wish. — Boston  Mas. 


REPORT  ON  THE  FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  SLAVE  TRADE. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 
Foreign  and  Domestic  Slave  Trade,  most  respectfully  submit  the 
following  report  : 

Notwithstanding  the  prohibition  of  the  African  slave  trade  by 
the  laws  and  treaties  of  all  nations,  it  appears,  by  the  reports  of 
British  cruisers  who  have  within  the  last  year  captured  a  number 
of  vessels  freighted  with  African  slaves,  that  the  trade  is  still 
prosecuted  with  unabated  rigor  ;  and  thousands  are  annually 
stolen  away  from  their  homes  in  Africa,  and  transported  across 
the  ocean,  to  supply  those  Christian  markets  where  men,  women 
and  children  are  bought  and  sold  like  brute  beasts  ;  fully  demon- 
strating that  so  long  as  there  is  a  market  for  human  beings,  laws, 
treaties  and  navies,  aided  by  the  power  of  moral  and  christian 
influence,  are  insufficient  to  restrain  the  avarice  of  wicked  men 
from  tearing  from  their  peaceful  homes  those  hapless  victims  of 
their  cupidity,  and  consigning  them  to  a  life  of  bereavement, 
mourning  and  wo. 

It  can  hardly  be  supposed  that  the  statistics  of  an  illicit  trade 
can  be  very  accurately  ascertained  ;  but  it  is  universally  admit- 
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ted  that  the  demand  for  slaves,  in  the  yet  unglutted  marts  of 
christian  states  and  colonies,  has  caused  the  trade  to  be  prose- 
cuted with  as  much  severity  and  rigor  since  its  legal  prohibition 
as  before.  And  it  is  contrary  to  all  experience  to  suppose  that 
it  can  ever  be  abolished,  but  bv  abolishinsf  the  market. 

Appalhng  as  is  the  contemplation  of  the  wickedness,  cruelty 
and  sufferings  attendant  on  the  Jlfrican  slave  trade,  we  turn  with 
deeper  horror'to  the  countless  w^oes  and  more  aggravated  crimes 
of  the  American  slave  trade.  Here,  where  '  the  trade  in  slaves 
and  souls  of  men  '  is  legalized,  and  counted  honorable,  we  have 
more  correct  data  for  statistical  calculation. 

One  sixth  part  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  of  America 
are  held  as  property,  and  regarded  as  articles  of  commerce  ! 

One  hundred  thousand  children,  annually  born  in  the  United 
States,  are  raised  like  cattle,  to  be  sold  and  transferred  from  one 
owner  to  another,  without  any  regard  to  their  will  or  welfare  ! 

When  a  slaveholder  dies,  his  men,  women  and  children  are 
appraised  and  sold,  and  there  is  witnessed  one  of  those  heart- 
rending scenes  of  human  agony,  which  may  be  better  conceived 
than  described  in  words.  The  miserable  victims  of  this  inhuman 
system  are  brought  to  the  stand,  one  by  one,  and  each  separate- 
ly knocked  off  to  the  highest  bidder.  Husbands  are  separated 
from  their  wives,  parents  from  children,  friend  from  friend,  and 
lover  from  lover,  and  every  endearing  tie  of  nature  and  affection 
is  most  unfeelingly  sundered,  causing  the  heavens  to  resound 
with  their  cries  and  their  groans.  And  it  is  not  only  at  the  death 
of  a  slaveholder  that  these  scenes  of  anguish  and  despair  are  \vit- 
nessed  ;  for  '  the  trade  in  slaves  and  souls  of  men  '  is  one  of  the 
most  extensive  branches  of  commerce  in  our  country,  and  prob- 
ably amounts  to  twenty  millions  of  dollars  in  a  year.  Men  sell 
their  own  children,  and  their  brothers  and  sisters  ;  and  every 
day  in  which  the  light  of  heaven  shines  upon  our  guilty  land, 
does  it  witness  the  image  of  God  exposed  at  public  sale,  and 
that,  too,  by  men  who  would  be  offended  were  w^e  to  call  them 
cannibals.  Even  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  under  the  exclu- 
sive jurisdiction  of  the  general  government  of  the  Republic,  men 
and  women,  whose  only  crime  is  that  they  are  descended  from 
African  parents,  are  sold  to  inland  pirates,  who  purchase  them 
for  the  western  market. 

In  the  contemplation  of  these  things,  we  are  compelled  to  ex- 
claim,— Oh,  America  !  how  long  shall  it  prove  a  misfortune  and 
a  curse  to  a  portion  of  thy  children,  that  their  ancestors  were 
not  permitted  to  remain  in  a  land  of  heathens  .'*  How  long,  in 
this  Christian  land,  shall  these  unfortunate  people  be  regarded  as 
merchandise,  and  be  denied  that  instruction  which  is  essential 
for  rational,  intelligent  and  immortal  souls  .'' 
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May  the  Christian  churches  in  our  land  speedily  clear  their 
skirts  of  the  stain  of  blood  !  May  they  make  haste  to  put  away 
from  them  this  abomination,  which  has  so  long  obstructed  their 
progress,  and  obscured  their  glory  ;  that  the  glad  voices  of  ran- 
somed millions  may  unhe  with  those  who  love  the  Lord,  in  as- 
cribing unto  Him,  who,  with  a  mighty  hand  and  outstretched 
arm,  delivered  Israel  from  the  house  of  bondage,  the  praise  of 
having,  in  like  manner,  delivered  his  children  from  oppression  in 
this  guilty  land  ! 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee,  ARNOLD  BUFFUM. 


CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  NEW-ENGLAND  ANTI-SLAVERY  SOCIETY. 

PREAMBLE. 

Whereas,  we  believe  that  Slavery  is  contrary  to  the  precepts 
of  Christianity,  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  country,  and 
ought  immediately  to  be  abolished  ;  and  whereas,  webeheve  that 
the  citizens  of  New-England  not  only  have  the  right  to  protest 
against  it,  but  are  under  the  highest  obligation  to  seek  its  remov- 
al by  a  moral  influence  ;  and  whereas,  we  believe  that  the  free 
people  of  color  are  unrighteously  oppressed,  and  stand  in  need 
of  our  sympathy  and  benevolent  co-operation  ;  therefore,  recog- 
nizing the  inspired  declaration  that  God  '  hath  made  of  one  blood 
all  nations  of  men  for  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth,'  and 
in  obedience  to  our  Saviour's  golden  rule,  '  all  things  whatsoever 
ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them  ; 
we  agree  to  form  ourselves  into  a  Society,  and  to  be  governed 
by  the  following 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article  1.  This  Society  shall  be  called  the  New-England 
Anti-Slavery   Society. 

Art.  2.  The  objects  of  the  Society  shall  be,  to  endeavor,  by 
all  means  sanctioned  by  law,  humanity  and  religion,  to  effect  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  United  States  ;  to  improve  the  char- 
acter and  condition  of  the  free  people  of  color,  to  inform  and 
correct  public  opinion  in  relation  to  their  situation  and  rights, 
and  obtain  for  them  equal  civil  and  political  rights  and  privileges 
with  the  whites. 

Art.  3.  Any  person  by  signing  the  Constitution,  and  paying 
to  the  Treasurer  fifteen  dollars  as  a  life  subscription,  or  two  dol- 
lars annually  shall  be  considered  a  member  of  the  Society,  and 
entitled  to  a  copy  of  all  its  official  publications. 

Art.  4.  The  officers  of  the  Society  shall  be  a  President, 
Vice  Presidents,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  a  Recording  Sec- 
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retary,  a  Treasurer,  and  ten  Counsellors,  who  shall  be  elected 
annually,  by  ballot,  on  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  January,  or 
subsequently  by  adjournment,  and  shall  hold  their  respective 
offices  until  others  are  chosen. 

Art.  5.  The  foregoing  officers  shall  constitute  a  Board  of 
Managers,  to  whom  shall  be  entrusted  the  disposition  of  the 
funds,  and  the  management  of  the.concerns  of  the  Society.  They 
shall  have  power  to  make  their  own  by-laws,  to  fill  any  vacancy 
which  may  occur  in  their  Board  and  to  employ  agents  to  pro- 
mote the  objects  of  the  Society. 

Art.  G.  There  shall  be  a  public  meeting  of  the  Society  an- 
nually, on  the  third  Wednesday  of  January,  at  which  the  Board 
of  Managers  shall  make  a  Report  of  their  doings  for  the  past 
year,  and  of  the  income,  expenditures,  and  funds  of  the  Society. 

Art.  7.  The  President  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the 
Society  and  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  or  in  his  absence  one  of 
the  Vice  Presidents,  or  in  their  absence  a  President  pro  tem. 

Art.  8.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  receive  and  keep 
all  communications  or  publications  directed  to  the  Society,  and 
transmit  those  issued  by  them,  and  shall  correspond  with  the 
agents,  or  any  other  bodies  or  individuals,  according  to  the  di- 
rections of  the  Society  or  the  Managers. 

Art.  9.  The  Recording  Secretary  shall  notify  all  meetings 
of  the  Society  and  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  keep  the  rec- 
ords of  the  same. 

Art.  10.  The  Treasurer  shall  collect  the  subscriptions  and 
donations  to  the  Society,  hold  all  its  funds,  and  make  payments 
according  to  the  directions  of  the  Managers  ;  and  he  shall  keep 
a  true  account  of  the  same,  and  render  a  statement  to  accompa- 
ny the  Annual  Report  of  the  Society. 

Art.  11.  Any  Anti-Slavery  Society,  or  any  association  found- 
ed on  kindred  principles,  may  become  auxiliary  to  this  Society, 
by  contributing  to  its  funds,  and  may  communicate  with  us  by 
letter  or  delegation. 

Art.  12.  The  Society  shall  hold  meetings  on  the  last  Mon- 
day of  March,  June,  and  September,  for  the  transaction  of  any 
business  which  may  be  presented  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  or 
for  addresses,  or  for  discussion  of  any  subject  connected  with 
the  objects  of  the  Society.  Special  meetings  may  be  called  by 
the  Board  of  Managers,  or  by  the  Recording  Secretary  on  ap- 
plication from  ten  members  of  the  Society. 

Art.  13.  This  Constitution  •  may  be  altered  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  for  the  choice  of  officers,  provided  the  amendments 
proposed  to  be  made,  have  been  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Mana- 
gers, in  writing,  one  month  previous. 
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LETTER  TO  THOS^AS  CLAHKSOM. 


Liverpool,   10th  Month,  2d,   1832. 
My  Dear  Friend  : — 

It  has  caused  me  deep  regret  to  see.  thy  name  amongst  those 
of  many  well-tried  friends  of  humanity  as  supporters  of  the 
American  Colonization  Society  ;  though  I  am  not  surprised  that 
many  under  the  mask  of  a  voluntary  and  prosperous  settlement 
of  free  blacks  on  the  coast  of  Africa — a  measure  in  which  every 
friend  of  humanity  must  rejoice — have  been  led  to  support  a 
scheme,  the  nature  and  effects  of  which  are  of  a  very  dilferent 
character. 

In  judging  of  this  scheme,  we  ought  never  to  lose  sight  of  two 
facts  with  respect  to  the  enslaved  Africans  in  the  United  States, 
in  which  the  enormities  of  that  free  country  have  exceeded 
those  of  any  other.  The  first  is,  that  slaves  are  regularly  bred 
for  sale.  The  second,  that,  in  many  of  the  States,  the  laws 
affecting  free  blacks  are  of  so  violently  persecuting  a  character 
as  to  compel  those  who  obtain  their  liberty  to  leave  those  States. 
From  the  former  of  these  causes,  instances  must  often  occur, 
(from  the  state  of  morals  in  slave  countries,)  of  fathers  selling 
their  own  children  !  !  From  the  latter  has  originated  the  Colo- 
nization Society  ;  it  arose  out  of  those  prejudices  against  color, 
and  is  a  direct  attempt  to  extend  the  same  principle  to  trans- 
portation. 

Why  are  slaveholders  so  anxious  to  send  away  free  people  of 
color  .''  Because  their  slave  institutions  would  be  endangered 
by  the  competition  of  respectable  free  black  laborers  ;  and  they 
dread  still  more  their  education  and  advancement  in  science.  If 
they  were  desirous  of  serving  the  free  "blacks,  they  would  in- 
struct them  at  home,  (not  a  few  of  them,  but  every  one  that  they 
send,)  and  not  send  them  in  ignorance  to  a  barbarous  country. 

To  this  real  scheme  of  transporting  the  people  of  color  a 
professed  one  is  attached,  for  the  uhimate  extinction  of  slavery, 
by  the  transportation  of  the  whole  black  population  to  the  coast 
of  Africa  ;  and  we  are  gravely  told  that  one  hundred  thousand 
slaves  are  ready  to  be  given  up,  if  means  can  be  found  of  sending 
them  to  Africa  !  A  most  extraordinary  statement,  and  one  for 
which  I  believe  there  is  no  foundation,  in  either  fact  or  proba- 
bility. Can  it  be  beheved  that  the  slaveholders  of  the  United 
States  are  ready  to  give  up  their  property,  worth  at  least  five 
millions  sterling  9 — a  liberality  unheard  of  since  the  foundation 
of  the  world.     In  all  the  rest  of  the  United  States,  enough  to 
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pay  the  expense  of  their  emigration  cannot  be  raised,  and  hence 
it  is  sought  for  in  England.  If  there  was  any  truth  in  this  won- 
derful statement,  we  must  all  of  us  have  been  sadly  deceived 
about  the  debasing  effects  of  slaveholding  on  the  minds  of  those 
engaged  in  it.  No  other  occupation  ever  produced  such  extra- 
ordinary liberality. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  know  to  what  class  these  men  be- 
long. Is  it  the  practice  of  selling  their  own  children  which  has 
produced  this  extraordinary  effect  ?  Or  are  these  men  amongst 
the  slave  buyers,  who  purchase  them  for  no  other  purpose  than 
to  give  them  their  freedom  so  soon  as  the  means  of  sending  them 
to  Liberia  can  be  found  .''  Is  it  not  strange  indeed,  that  any 
man  can  be  bold  enough  to  make  assertions  so  obviously  at  va- 
riance with  truth  ?  To  whatsoever  extent  this  transportation  of 
slaves  was  carried,  the  slaveholders  know  that  the  price  of  those 
slaves  which  remained  would  be  enhanced,  and  their  condition 
embittered,  by  the  removal  of  all  hopes  of  liberty,  so  precious 
to  the  human  soul.  The  free  colored  people  being  kept  few  and 
poor,  will  be  prevented  from  rising,  by  fair  competion,  to  the 
equal  rank  and  honor  to  which  that  competition  naturally  con- 
ducts, when  not  marred  in  its  progress  by  some  such  scheme  as 
the  American  Colonization  Society.  No  wonder  that,  with  the 
excepiion  of  some  who  do  not  understand  the  plan,  the  planters 
are  friendly  to  the  colonization  scheme.  But  the  free  people  of 
color  are  opposed  to  this  scheme.  They  have  committed  no 
crime,  and  do  not  like  to  be  transported  and  suffer  the  highest 
penalty  of  the  law  next  to  death. 

To  whatever  extent  the  United  States  expatriate  their  cotton 
cultivators,  they  destroy  one  of  the  chief  sinews  of  their  own 
prosperity,  and  increase  the  temptation  to  other  States  to  renew 
the  slave  trade  by  fresh  importations.  The  whole  revenue  of 
the  United  States,  for  thirty  years  to  come,  would  be  required 
to  purchase  the  slaves,*  and  to  transport  them  and  the  free  blacks 
to  Africa.  Such  an  idea  as  the  extinction  of  slavery  by  means 
of  the  Colonization  Society  can  never  have  been  seriously  con- 
templated. No  !  perpetuation,  and  not  extinction  of  slavery,  is 
its  object ! 

The  first  command  ever  given  to  man  was — '  Be  fruitful  and 
multiply.'  Who  can  doubt  that  it  is  for  his  interest  to  obey  this 
and  every  other  command  of  God  ?  But  in  no  case  is  it  so 
manifest  as  when  in  a  state  of  slavery.  The  value  of  men,  as 
of  every  other  commodity,  is  governed  by  their  plenty  or  scar- 
city ;  where  they  are  so  abundant  that  parishes  are  willing  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  emigration  to  get  rid  of  them,  there  must  be 
an  end  of  slavery.  Every  increase  of  numbers  tends,  whilst  it 
is  a  proof  of  better  treatment,  to  promote  the  mitigation  and  final 
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cans evince  this  proof  of  better  treatment. 

The  slaves  in  the  United  States  have  rapidly  increased,  and 
this  increase  has  been  highly  beneficial  to  the  cause  of  humanity. 
It  is  estimated  that  they  have  increased  since  1808,  (the  time  of 
both  our  and  their  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,)  from  1,130,000 
to  2,010,000,  and  they  have  more  than  trebled  the  growth  of 
cotton  since  the  peace  of  1814,  and  have  reduced  its  price  to 
one  third  of  what  it  then  was,  though  the  Brazils,  with  all  their 
slave  trading,  have  only  added  one  fourth  part  to  their  growth  of 
cotton  in  the  same  time.  Hence  it  is  plain,  that  if  there  has 
been  any  increase  in  the  cotton  cultivators  of  Brazils,  few  or  no 
slaves  can  have  been  imported  for  its  cultivation.  May  we  not 
then  say  that  the  increase  of  the  slave  population  of  the  United 
States  has  done  more  than  all  our  enormous  expenditure  for  the 
suppression  of  the  African  slave  trade  .'' 

It  cannot  but  be  interesting  to  thee  to  know  what  would  have 
been  the  effect  of  a  similar  increase  in  the  Enghsh  West  Indian 
slaves.  Had  they  increased  in  the  same  proportion  as  those  of 
the  United  States  (since  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade)  their 
numbers  w'ould  have  been  728,317  more  than  they  now  are, 
which,  if  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  sugar,  would  have  been 
sufficient  to  have  produced  an  increase  of  240,000  tons  annually, 
whilst  all  the  slave  trading  of  the  Brazils  and  Cuba  and  the  French 
colonies  have  only  added  115,000  tons  to  their  growth.  Such 
an  increase  of  sugar  would  have  greatly  reduced  its  price,  and 
consequently  the  price  of  slaves,  and  thereby  have  destroyed 
the  slave  trade  for  the  growth  of  sugar,  as  it  has  long  since  ex- 
tinguished that  for  the  cultivation  of  indigo,  and  more  recently 
for  the  growth  of  cotton. 

The  disguise  is  now  removing,  and  the  real  tendency  of  the 
Society  is  becoming  apparent.  A  bill  was  reported  to  House 
of  Delegates  of  Virginia,  for  sending  the  free  blacks  away  by 
force  ;  but  though  this  compulsory  clause  was  rejected,  it  is  ad- 
ded that  several  other  motions  were  made,  arid  decided  by  ma- 
jorities which  amply  proved  the  determination  of  the  House,  to 
adopt  some  measure  for  the  removal  of  the- free  blacks.  These 
legislators  admit  that  the  free  blacks  will  not  leave  the  land  with- 
out some  sort  of  force  ;  which  may  either  be  absolute,  or  by 
rendering  their  situation  absolutely  intolerable. 

Great  injury  has  been  done  to  the  cause  of  negro  emancipa- 
tion by  the  encouragement  which  the  agent  of  this  most  diabol- 
ical scheme  has  received  from  the  sanction  of  thy  name.  The 
term  diabolical  is  not  too  severe  ;  for  never  did  Satan,  with  more 
success,  transform  himself  into  an  angel  of  light,  than  in  the  gloss 
which  has  covered  its  deformities. 
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These  persecuted  free  blacks  view  the  whole  plan  with  the 
abhorrence  which  is  justly  due  it,  and  with  which  we  should 
view  a  plan  of  general  transportation  from  the  land  of  our  na- 
tivity. The  slave-owners  are  its  advocates  and  supporters. 
Surely  the  name  of  Clarkson  will  be  withdrawn  from  the  ranks 
of  the  oppressors,  and  will  be  found,  as  it  has  ever  yet  beeii, 
amongst  the  friends  of  the  oppressed  African  race. 

Let  us  repair  the  injury  which  has  been  done  on  both  sides 
of  the  water  by  this  unholy  connection  between  slaveholders 
and  philanthropists  ;  for  since  this  scheme  has  been  on  foot,  its 
deadening  influence  on  the  energies  of  the  friends  of  humanity 
in  the  United  States  has  been  most  manifest. 

Let  there  no  longer  be  any  doubt  which  side  is  taken  by  the- 
philanthropists  of  England.  Let  them  declare  their  deep  feel- 
ing of  sympathy  w^ith  these  sorely  persecuted  and  oppressed 
people  ;  and  such  an  example  will  be  followed  in  the  U.  States, 
where  the  friends  of  humanity  will  hasten  to  leave  the  ranks  of 
the  oppressors,  and  the  cause  of  justice  vrill  again  flourish. 

May  I  particularly  request  thy  attentive  perusal  of  the  follow- 
ing twenty  pages,  written  by  my  friend  Charles   Stuart,  one  of 
the  most  devoted  Christians  I   have  ever  known,  and  an  un- 
wearied advocate  of  the  oppressed  Africans. 
I  am,  with  great  regard. 

Thy  sincere  friend, 

JAMES  CROPPER. 
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EXTRAOTS. 

I. 

'  Tell  those  who  would  paralyze  your  exertions  in  this  right-' 
eons  cause,  by  anticipations  of  clanger,  or  considerations  of  na- 
tional policy — that,  whatever  is  moral  duty,  can  never,  ultimate- 
ly, be  a  political  evil — that  to  do  evil  that  good  may  come — or 
to  avoid  good,  lest  evil  should  come,  is  as  crooked  a  doctrine  in 
Politics  as  it  is  in  Divinity  ;  and  if  a  Heathen  could  exclaim, 
'  Fiat  Justitia  ruat  Ccelum^'  well  may  the  Christian  adopt  sim- 
ilar language,  with  his  clearer  views,  and  stronger  confidence  in 
the  superintendence  and  protection  of  a  Power  as  Omnipotent 
as  Just  !' — Molitionist' s  Catechism. 

II. 
'  Come  forward,  we  beseech  you,  as  men — and  as  christians  ; 
temperately,  but  fearlessly — constitutionally,  but  decidedly — - 
in  the  support  of  every  legitimate  measure  for  the  utter  aboli- 
tion of  a  System  which  no  prospect  of  private  gain — no  consid- 
eration of  public  advantage — no  plea  of  political  expediency — ■ 
can  sufficiently  justify  or  excuse  : — thus  will  you  extend  the 
blessings  of  liberty  to  Hundreds  of  Thousands  of  your  fellow- 
creatures — hold  up  to  an  enlightened  world  a  glorious  and  merciful 
example — and  stand  among  the  foremost  in  the  defence  of  the 
violated  rights  of  Human  Nature.' — Jlnti- Slavery    Tract. 

III. 

'  It  is  quite  evident  that  our  slave  system  will  be  abolished, 
and  that  its  supporters  will  hereafter  be  regarded  with  the  same 
public  feelings,  as  he  who  was  an  advocate  of  the  slave  trade  is 
now.  How  is  it  that  legislators,  or  that  public  men,  are  so  in- 
different to  their  fame  .''  Who  would  now  be  willing  that  bi- 
ography should  record  of  him — This  man  defended  the 
Slave  Trade  .''     The  time  will  come  when  the  record,  This 

MAN   OPPOSED   THE  ABOLITION   OF   SLAVERY will     OCCasion     a 

great  deduction  from  the  public  estimate  of  worth  of  character. 
When  both  these  atrocities  are  abolished,  and  but  for  the  page 
of  history  forgotten,  that  page  will  make  a  wide  difference  be- 
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tvveen  those  who  aided  the  abolition,  and  those  who  obstructed 
it.  The  one  will  be  ranked  amongst  the  Howards  that  are  de- 
parted, and  the  other  amongst  those  who,  in  ignorance  or  in 
guih,  have  employed  their  little  day  in  inflicting  misery  upon 
mankind.' — Dymond's  Essays. 

IV. 

'  I  am  for  speedy,  immediate  abolition.  I  care  not  what 
caste,  creed,  or  color,  slavery  may  assume — I  am  for  its  total, 
its  instant  abolition.  Whether  it  be  personal  or  political,  men- 
tal or  corporeal,  intellectual  or  spiritual,  I  am  for  its  immediate 
abolition.  I  enter  into  no  compromise  with  slavery  ;  I  am  for 
justice,  in  the  name  of  humanity,  and  according  to  the  law  of 
the  living  God.' — O'Connell. 


